April 21, 1947
Bretherns

Something must be done to wake up the Universalist Church}
As 1 comtemplate ordination into the denomination, I am increasingly
impressed with the fact thet I am going into a denomimation that is
99% dead, Something must be done to make the church realize its
importance and its force as a liberal influence in the United States,
Somehow we have got to wake up our ministers,

It seems to me that the Humilisati j= the group to do it. We are
about the only group that has any life as liberals and somehow we
must spread that life,

On acquaintanceship with another denomination, 1 have secn how
that group has come alive through & direct mailing campaign on the
ministerse I Delieve we can do something simular, although better
because we have more to rive. Neighter the Chris%ian Leader nor
teamwork will serve our purpose. There is too much tripe in them
and they have refused to publieh some of our material,

On econsultation with the Abbot I am instructed to write the
Brethern for response to a proposal.

The proposal is thiss The Humiliati start a newspaper to be sent
free to all the ministers in the denominationy to be published once
per monthe Into it shall go gems of thought §rom each of us, ree-
prints from our calendars, and other items which the ersative irpllse
directs us to write. The idea being to spread our ideas, to urge
our ministers to become aware of the message of Universaiism, to get
the denomination into publicity as a fa¢ée for liberalism, to get
our minlsters so excited about the liberal faiththat they will stop
spreading orthodoxy in their calendars, sermons, and start doling
someth! p worthwhisé., As we find olher kindred souls outside the
Humiliati we shall ask them to contribute to it both intelleotually
and financially. If we are successful, perhaps someons will start
a newspaper to conteract us. Then the denomination will be showing
lifel Ve need a good theological battle to set our ministers thiuking.

It shall have to be a mimeographed paper of about 4 or 7 pages as
I see 1t. 1t will have to be financed out of our poecketse. estimate
perhaps §2,00 per month a pi.ces Can you think of any better way to
spend $2,00 a month? The Abbot, shall in our perfectly undemocratie
way, appoint an editor; the one one whom he conziders the best gualified,

If you feel that this 1s as important step as I do, then we shoul!d
fot started right away, and get several copies out before the Genersl
ssembly., Please 1ndieate to me WITHIN ONE WEUK you reactione 4
favorable reaction will mean that you will comitt your-el®# to con-
tributing to this paper each month with an article or articles, and
that you will share in its financing.

(suggestions for names are also solicited., The name surgestédfd
go far has beens WTIHE ILPULSEY)

Agape,

SN Ros



December 1950

THE HUMILIATI
An Epistle to:

Brethern:-

Time for Convovation draws near Bnd in your daily meditations
you may wish to give thought to the assignments.

Each Brother will preparaza Creed and a paper on "Defense
of My Creed".

In addition: Each Brother (with certain exceptions) will
prepare a review on a significant book.

Exfeptionst Brother Ziegler will prepare a statement on
"The significance of a Creed in Religion". Brother McKeeman
will prepare a statement on "Essiential Elements in Ancient
Creeds". (If they wish these men may prepare book reviews too.)

Previous assignments have been: Chaplain: Brother Hopkirs ,
Treasuer: Brother Earle McK., and Scribe: Brother Munson.

Brother Harrison will act as "Co-ordinator of the Creeds"
and lead a summing up session which will develope a group creed.

Brother Munson will lead a concluding discussion which will
delve into the next step for the group to take following $he
developement of a creed.

So much for assingments. May t!e grace of God, the love of
his truth and the power of his spirit be with you all in the
preparation for the convocation.

Recieving Bro Rays letter concerning the rump meeting was
like reading the first chapter of a Dectevbtive story. What h ;:

happened?

One of the Brethern promised to forward Bro. Rays thesis to
the Chicago branthh What happened?

Incidently, the Chicago member beginhs His work on a Ph.D
dbgree this years "The Decline of Universalism as an effective
Church movement and Dircction implied for An Adjustment adequate
to meet the Social Crisis of Today," is the general subject of
the evential thesise.

Gets very lonesome out here for real stimulation. The last
Liberal Minister Meeting in Discussing "Is there any minimum
basis of beliefs for Universalistsand UnitarianS" came to a
complete draw. In no area was there any agfeement, altho they
thot it would be nice if we could have agbte!d on somcthing.

(I am program chairman, hense the topic) Most stimulating thing
was hearing Scott Nearing last night. H? is on the ball
Agape

Ono flave, (Ao



MASSACHUSETTS CONGREGATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE
R. F. D. NO. 1
FRAMINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

July 23, 1953

Rev, Gordon B. McKeeman
26 Kenneth Court
Stoughton, Massachusetts

Dear Mr., McKeeman:

W e have your reservation for January 18th through% Jan. 22nd
1954, for the Convocation of the Humiliati, and trust that
the coming of your group to the Center at £his time may be

a very happy experience,

As you may well imagine the cost of operating the Center is

high. It runs far beyond our receipts. Like other agencies
the Center Committee 1s finding it necessary to make a

slight increase in rates. Beginning with Labor Day of 1953
the 24 hour rate for each member of a group (three meals

and overnight) 1is increased from $4.00 to $5.00. For young
people's groups (high school age and under) the rate is
increased from $3.50 to $4.00. We think you will agree that
at present-day costs this will still be a low rate.

When you made your reservation the new rates had not been
voted. If you feel that it is unfair to increase charges
after accepting the reservation please write us and say so
frankly. But we hope you will agree that there is reason for
the increase and be glad to have your group come at the new

rates. If we do not hear from you to the contrary we shall
assume that your group is willing to come at the advanced
rates,

The Center is a busy place, used practically to capacity.
The 196,000 Congregationalists of Magsachusetts may well
take pride in their investment.

Cordlally yours,

K\_

7}2’0\/“»‘/&\;\. /”fl ‘ /‘ ,_fé_ -

(Miss) Marion S. Fuller
Manager Congregational Center

eh



MABBACHUBETTS CONOREGATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE
R. F. D. NO. 1
FRAMINGHAM, MABSACHUSETTS

January 27 - Tuesday: Luncheon $4.00

Supper 6,00

over. 6,00 $16.00
January 28 - Vednesday: Breakfast 6.00

Luncheon 6,00

Supper 5.00

Over. 6.00

Late Dessert g.OO 26.00
January 29 - Thursday: Breskfast .00

Luncheon 6.,00

Supper 6.00

Over. 6.00

Late Dessert .00 27 «00
January 30 - Frlday: Breakfast .00

Luncheon 6,00 12,00

TOTAL $81.00

The Convocation of The Humiliatl - Jan. 27 - 30, 1953



Rev. David H. Cole
Minister

Rev. Mary L. Cleary
Director, Religious Education

. . . . L. Ward Brigham, D. D.
First llnwersaLst CLurcL of CLlcaqo Miniser Emerits

Established 1836

2700 East 75th Street - Chicago 49, lllinois
Telephone SOuth Shore 8-7040

December 12, 1953
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Am feeling im a warm mood st the moment. Just opened th
morhngg mail and out fedl a check for $500.00. The first
ime that has happened in my ministry. Fromg man I never
liv s in Hawaii - used to attend the church and ever
ince I've been minister has given token amounts. Am still
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not sure whether it is for Building Fund or 3udget, but either
way 1t looks goode.

Have been reading your advertizement about the Arcola hot
water heater, complete with four radiators, expansion tank
and boiler. Wecndering if 1t si something I want in Provincetown.
1 do not understand from the ad just what it is. It is for
ating water for kitchen and bathroom sinks, or is it to
heat rooms. What Xmxikx does it use for fuel? If it is fewruste
gas xﬁ&xelectircity and ik a heater to heat water I might
be interested., However there is not the slightest chance
I could pay for it nntil next summer., Do you deliver? If
not 1t might be I could -~onvince my brother in law to pick
it up in his peik up truck ( I guecss it is called a panel
truck), but I would not want it dcwn there really until
summer. < doubt if it would be good to store it on the
cpne lot, 1t hate to think of lugging it up the nill to the
camp tnnm takdMit down again. Well - there are a lot of
questions and ifs, but perhaps I am interectsc.

Things are folling along pretty well in thn church. The building
plan is accepted, but there are a lot cf grumblinsg aovocut the
walle I have set up a group dynamics se951on for next
Wednesday with the Trusttees and Zuilding Committee to see
if we can clear the atmosphere. I guess there is no doubt
that we will build the prison, but 1 want to do it with as

ttle friction and hard feelsngs as possible, It is mostly
ie clder merbers who complain - ahont the "ounv the lack of
Chirchly appearance, and as usual? when uheg 'ind anything else
0 complain abcout they criticise the minister. This ¢
he hardest feelinrs of all, because scome of the people
re devoted to me, and we have had crying spells and ¢

;
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ee hour when the clder members start in



abouf t .is radical minister who is aperd ng all the rmcney
and the faithful try to defend me. OCh well., If the Darvers
experience holds tr:e, when the congtruction begins thlngs
will settle downe

e are held up on moving into the Y because it wi’l nct
be completed, but luckily got an extension of cur lease
at the Legion. I have hopes of talzing in 9 young recrple
in menmb- ship on Christmas Sunday and that will be & bcast

to morale.

Had to do some fast thinking this fall. Got two invitations

to move~ Auburn llaine and Waltham. After alimy gripping abcut
Chicago. when the test came, I discovered I did not really
want to leave, at least not at this point, and turned doth
offers down. This spring I€11 ask to have my ccntract renswed
and if it carries by a healthy majority wi?l settle down for

a spell 1 guess. If not, well, I guess I have to takxe anvthing
that is available - waybe Prov*ncetown. Could save a lot of
meoney by not hav#ﬁto take a long trip for my vacation that

waye e et o

Been having an interesting time wit' a former Unive"ealiet
minister who has come to town to organize a Religious Science
Church. Hde used to be minister in Denver uat 1. he bscare
enarmed of Epnest lolmes the Religous Science foundere. ZReliciocu
Science seems to be a step shead of Unity, Xn Science, zand
Divine Science. The follow closely ﬁmerqonS;h_lcscpqy an
are not dogmatic or irratienal 11ke tq=“tﬂers. They c::cet
n

healing. These groups areall mugﬁoomlpg uc f‘ast and baSe
savs they are carring on where Universalism leaves off. I
only quarrle he has with Universalism iIs that it does no
11
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m

O
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anything for its people. Religous sceince is succes I
getting people to read, stugy, daily meditation, and ca111hg
the minister frequently for counseling. They rely heavily
parapsychology, psgcharity, ete. All of wich reinforces mr
conivdtion that that Univercalist had beeter organizge a
comptetant commission to study these groups and see what they
have and find out where Universalist are missing the boat.

We cught to begin some emreriments in th¢s areca and see what
happens.

J,
3
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Did not get to the Praairie Group which brings u- the subject
of my going to Humiliati. If Earle, Al and I come, it ourht
break someones pocket book ( as well as marriage) Zowever I
stick my rescltion that Ifll pay my own ay and I am so br ke,
it looks out of the question. DNever been so poor.in my life
as I am now,and after Christmas things ought to be . orse.

How about an espistle?



THE UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
oF FLORAL PARK

MAGNOLIA AVENUE
FLORAL PARK, L. I., NEW YORK

REV. WALTER ROYAL JONES. JR. PARSONAGE: 234 TULIP AVENUE

MINISTER TELEPHONES

STUDY: FLORAL PARK 2-1430
RESIDENCE: PRIMROSE 5-2046

January 6, 195}

Rev. Gordon B. McKeeman
26 Kenneth Court
Stoughton, Mass.

Dear Gordon,

Many thanks for the invitation to the Convocation of the
Humiliati, which I wish I might attend. Unfortunately I am already
committed to the program of a Unitarian Minister's Institute in
Ithaca, New York, January 18-23. And even as a Universalist-Unitarian
I find it difficult to evade that stodgy old physical "law! about
being in two places simulbdaneously, except mentally.

I take special interest in your program, since 1 have the
chairmanship this year of the N.Y.State Universalist Minister's
Retreat, planned for May, at our camp site at Unirondack. Just for
cross ( or should I say off-center cross--) fertilization purposes,‘
here's a program questionnaire we've sent our men, to help with the
peogram planning. Just went outj; I have only about ten replies so
far.

Best success with the Humiliati Convocation. I've been at
the Congregational Conference Center - beautiful spot. Wish 1 could

be with you. Yours in fellowship,

# , “‘?w‘ . / ' /./{ {/ '
(e A oD ST ,mjm(/é A1y, Fon



First Univrersalist Church
72 Pleasant Street
Horcester 8, Massachusetts
e

REV. GEORGE J. SPENCER

January 7, 1954
Dear Bucky:-

My sincere thanks to the brethren of the
Humiliati for inviting me to be thelir guest

at their snnual convocation during the week of
January 18th.

As luck would have it, I have 2 sltate
Board meeting the first evening, Tuesday is
our busy day in the church offlice when we get
out our church calender,: Thursday we are
helping to sponsor 2 lecture by Jercme Davis
in our Parish house. It looks like = rather
hectic week.

I will plan to come dodh/for sednesdav,
if that is alright with vou, barring some olher
quirk of fate not forseen., If this is going
to be inconvenient let me know.

Thanks for the invitation anyway. Love
that Agape, but you can have 80O much more fun
with Eros.

Cordially

A
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FIRST UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY

PARSONAGE — 42 HAMILTON AVENUE ~TELEPHONE 478590
ALBERT F. HARKINS, MINISTER

DUPAGE AND VILLA STs.
ELGIN, ILLINOIS

® jl,ap‘ona /1612 ®
January Eight, 1954

Dear Bucky,

one of my fondest hopes was to be able to attend the Convocation
again this year. So much did I enjoy last year's and so much did
I profit from 1t that I looked forward to this one with consider-
able anticipation. But there are three things that seem to make
my attendance so highly questionable that you might call-it impos-
sible: 1) the 17th is our wedding anniversary, but- being a Sunday
we can't very well go out for a celebration inasmuch as I'm par-
ticipating as a discussion leader in a one day peace conference
sponsored by our local churches. Therefore, the 18th or Monday
would be the first date availlable for us to go out. The preceding
Saturday 1s out because of, - well, you guess what? Two sermons
to get ready: my radio talk and the regular 10:45 Sunday morning
sermon. 2) Tuesday evening of that week the Board 8f Trustees of
the new Ryder Community Center, of which 1'm a member, meets., I
hasten to add that it could get along without me, even though it
might be a terriffic effort! 3) This I think is the heart of the
whole matter: while Dave Cole and I have not talked over this sub-
ject, yet I do feel that we who live at such a distance should not
expect the rest of the fellows to chip in toward our expenses. I
know you can argue that that}s the way we're set up, that I'm try-
ing to make other person's decisions, etc., etc. But looked at
realistically, you know as well as I do some of those fellows are
living on definitely sub-standard salaries and incomes. In order
to live on good terms with myself I just can't let them take from
thelr m@% and their familles' needs in order to make my attendance
possible. I did do it last year, and ever since I have had gullt
feelings about having found it necessary to write to you about the
expense money and then ghaving you take it out of your own pocket.
So, for me to attend, it would be necessary for me to pay my own
way. And, inasmuch as I can't afford that this year, I'm just go-
ing to have to stay put in Elgin and deprive myself of another won-
derful experience. No, I'm nott being masochistic about this and

deriving any delight from it!!

However, do greet all the Brethren for me] certainly, too, the
guests. And I do hope that you have a highly profitable series of
sessions,

Love to you all,

7
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I was mchly interested Lo YOIT 4T yoaried by Carl Se20uEs
about, the cmtnectio:r,) betimeen ”To'aarg Trne sing " and the riwvilgl’f;i-
carl 15 rifht. o meTory 1¢ none oo good in mcall?.ng dates - UL
1¢ you m1l 1ook af the publication dsts of the ©IoK that riznt be 4
an 1004 & place as any 45 peg in on the gate that the ryrdlarti gravboe
nold of it as they vyery Sivle and "oly of nolies.”

1 vAvidly recall the interzstin? dizcussions vhich at tires
Aazed not and neavy vetnzen the ~cubers of th2 society as they ate thelr
lunch in the rollege cafcteria. Tney 21107ed 8 +- sit in on tnese
safissions. L 40 ot recall jush how OF nen it nappened wubt 1

purchased a coPy pr tnhe vook —"T-mard The 2ising oun" and rezd it |

and was greatly stirred vy ite pr.ilosoviry - 30 1 casually ~entioned it ©2
tne voys ab one of the cafcteria s2ggions and curgested they read ib.

Taey vorroned my COTT and wore 1% threadbare pascing 1%, around arong

Lne Lriedsiess wervers. L1t furnisae them -rith food strong ammnition
for tAlting agzinst the evils of e .orld. 1 never 3a¥ 1y cory again.

1 velieve the Hyrdlartd had miite an influence upon the thinking
of the theologs of that period. They held their —petings (I believe 7@
rdont label thetly ngit-ins" now)and apparently toer nad sore ¢eeps soul-
searching experiences. They diseiplined therzelves anc srved out a2
philogopity cangnt from PALL 3impsor's way of 1ife and thoushb. This
guote fron the book wnich I copiec out rany vyears 230, TA&J zive you 20
1dea of that padlogorhy— ;

nin 2}l the universe there iz no rore jnezorzble 1aw than this:
Use your eyes or lode them. Strurzle with gevery power that is
4n you to 1ive up to all your nirhest vision of truth and teauty,
or begin Yo Brov vlind. Do ~‘at you see» or yield yourself 0
sinat ie no less than 3 creeping Zeprosy ~f coul, a deadness which
711 begin o cravl ovar the very aonl of you. If, having 2

>

vision you £ollow 14 not, thon 1ive the roles vorn in the caverns
of Lurzy, with eyes aien tner db not use sradually you £0 blind.
Zapect  bo sbeD ~7¢ 5 cliff ritnout falling, exrect to e struck

vy a bolt of 1ightning without cein” villed, tut do not think that
you can trifle with your 1474 without having tne very optic nerve
of your soul rradually oro? izad"

Tenward the iising S’ ~7411izr GL Simpson,

After awnile the intensity of their telief faded sorenat. The F o
S4mpeon's nizh plateau nf tnoucht misnht have been *too thin and ra;!; °
for the day to day 1iving. 1 am sure tnose lads rizht recgjj_ those
days with nostzalgia--days sinen they ‘ried tO keen 8LEp siep ':rith.l}iﬂoeon

SoretAre when you have 27 o ortumity have a tallc with fday Hopkins
in Unitarian headeuarters about the yrilarti. He was its High ;ﬁ;sf{,_

(}1 ‘&;ﬂ T}J— 4
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2ib1liopranhy (To dats)

“ernry Wilder Foote - "Te Nature of Worsrfir”
albert W, Palmer - "The Art o0° Condurting Public Worsh'o”
Sperrvy - "Heality 1in YWorship”
Yelgnd - "Moderrn Wan's Worship”
v/ Clarerce Skinner - "Tmmihl4shed hoo¥ on Worshin
V/Pan1 Tobkngon - "Pswerolory 0f Belftstom”
Yon OcAder VYort - "Wodern Worshin®
(Toshue Tiehman - "Peane 0° Mind"
L//Wi1"am Jormes - "Parietiecs 0f Eslirfous Exner’encss”

~"Te Purroseful Uge o Silence ITn Wors-1o"
Co~migsion on Bvanpslism ¥,Y,



Hooks en (orahip

1/ "The Payohology of Religion" Johnson (Bomton University) 1945, Chapters 5 & B.

8/ "Religious Values" Brightman 1985, Abingdon Preses. Chapters 7,8 & 9. *

Chap, 7. Lxamnples of Worship

" 8 Doubts About the value of wprship
" 9 orahdp as Creative.
3/ [‘f“Religious Consciousnass" by Pratt. (Comtains a chapter of Objective and Bubjective
worship) Macmillan 1920, *
4/ "Jewish Background of The Christian Liturgy" (English) by Oesterley. *

by DwddbsidPedléy Edwin A, Goldworthy. *

by Dwight Bradley.

5/t "Plain Thoughts Og Worship"
6/ L/ﬁ.Creatovo Worship"

7/ "Worship" by J.0. Dobson (London Student-Christian Movement)

8/ "An Outline of Christian Worship" by William D, Maxwell. *

i/ Primttive lotship--ordgin and growth.
2/ Liturgical rorms in the LKast
K. 3/ " "on o jest.

4/ " n w n Churches of the Reformation.
5/ Christian Cycle of Prayer.

14"0“ Heritage In Public Worship'

Contents
1/ Worship--types and values.
2/ " psychological factors 10/ "The Way Of Worship" A
3/ w in the N:T. Study in Lcumenical Recévery.
4/ " " " Fastern Church by Scott. F. Brenner (1944)
5/ " " Roman Church

6/ Non Roman Western Rites
7/ Lutheran Worship

8/ Reformed "

9/ Anglican "

10/ Quaker Reconciliation
11/ Gucharistic VWorship

12/ Weekly & Daily Worship ' =
13/ Sygbolism Drama & Beauty. of worship igj
14/ Prayer Q
15/ Declaration of the word. Y
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Seribners 1935. by D.H. Hislop (Kerr Lectures Scotlant))



