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IN HOC SIGNO VINCES!

the cover of "Theologilcally Speak-
ing" appears a symbol of Universalism,
the design of which hags been the sub-
ject of conglderable discussion in the
Christisn Leader" and elsewhere among
ocur minlsters during the vast few months.
Pernavs you have asked one or more of
the following . questions about 1t. This

is an attempt to answer some of the -

guestions that have been raised.

1. WHOSE IDEA JAS IT?

A small group of ministers meeting
in "bull sessions" at the last Gen-
eral Assembly at Akron exnressed a
felt need for:

a. Bome way of appealling to the
eye with a direct and simple em-
blem which would renresent the
central idea of Universalism.

b. Some easlly recognizable way of
ldentifying Universallst Churches
literature, publications, etc.,
for promotional and advertlsing
purpcses.

2. HCW WAS IT DESIGNED?

For several months, those interest-
ed worked on the idea individually
and the Tfollowing summer after an-
other meeting, a rough draft was sub-
mitted tco an artist, Miss Julla Scam-
man, of the Wakefield (Mass.) Univer-
salist Church, who indicated the pro-
ver proportions and put it in 1ts
presént form,

3. WHAT IDEAS DCES IT PORTRAY?

The ;religion of the unitles and the
universals; that universalism is the
important emphasis of religion for
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todey; thet universalism is found in
the highest development of all the
world relizions; that the universals
transcend the partislisms of every
religious falth, including €hristlan-
ity: that Christianity has been an
important ster for us 1in reaching
universalism; that universalism is a
higher developmment -than traditional
Christianity. )
WHAT DCZS THE CIRCLE REPITSENT?
This is the all-inclusive circle
made by a line withoht beginning and
without ending-- that is, infinite in
its concertions... It 1s the ever-ex-
rending circle that takes in sll men,
binding them in a universidl brother-
hood.
3UT DOESN'T THE CIRCLE, BY ITS WATURE
LIMIT AXD SHUT 0OUT? ’ .
No,symhol is perfect. Asg the devil
can quote scripture, so'can people

~find objections to this symbol. It
"1is poessible to rezd into this symbol

many interpretations. While it might
bé possible to represent universalism
in some other way, no other ways aave
yet heen found that are not more com-
plex and they all »resent some diffi-
culties. The circle has been used to
represent infinity from the earliest
Ezyptian civilizaticns and so there
s good historical precedence for
t.hi?' interpretation {1f that be need-
ed. '

WHY NOT PUT THEEZ C30S8S8 IN THE CENTER?
Because Christianitg 18 not central

or even necessar o Universallism.

Christianity has been a partialistic

relizion all through history, insist-

ing Gpon a divine Saviour to which it
had exclusive access, Just as Judalsm

3.
hes c¢lalmed & divine "Torah" and Mo~
hammedanism a divine and exclusive
prophet. The important feature of
the syambcl 1s the circle and not the
cross.

. WHAT HAVE THESE OTHIR RILIGICES TO DO

WITH IT? .

Je recognize that there are univer-
galists in all religions. Those who
were at Akron {(or who read the "Lea-
der") will remember Rebbl ¥eller's
address which indicates that he is
such & verson. We hope that some day
some o0f these other universalists
will use this same symbol, replacing
the c¢ross with the star of David, or
erescent, or 3Buddha--the symbols of
thelr religlous heritages.

BUT ISN'T THE SYMBCL OFF BALANCE?
Yeg, deliberetely so. There 1s an
artistic tension, a sense of incom-
pleteness. We do not have a comple-
ted religion, based upon a closed
book of revelation. Therefore a sta-
tic symbol would not be adequate.
This symbol represents the religious
tension which is reel in the world.
Until the world is msde perfect, re-~
liglons should seek to create discon-

tent with things as they are. )

This fact also gzives the symbol a
functional value. It cannot be ig-
nored. It comnels attention. It
forces people to ask gquestions about
it, thus opening the way for a teach-
ing of Universallsm in answering such
guestions. - 411 who have used this
symbol can give abundant evidence of

this fact. A commercial artist know-
1n§ nothing about 1its meanin§ has
said that It is a perfect symbol from
an advertising point of view.
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9. HOW WIDE IS ITS USE?

Thet is herd to say, hut it appears

on many Universalist Church calendars,on

letterhieads recleved from differ-
ent parts of the country; it is on
the "Bay State Universalist," it 1is
used. on the altars of at least two
Universalist Churches; and has re-
cently been adonted as a symbol of
universalism by the Massachusetts
Universalist Conventlon of some sixty
churches(elthough not all of them use
1t,; of course). It is used on letter-
heads, calendars, bulletin boards;
wateh charme have been made; 1t 1s
used on stoles, on pulplt robes and

in meny other ways. Cne minlisater
rubber stamps it on ell denomination-~

al literature which he distributes.

For too many years, we heve effective-
ly sabotaged our distinctive message by
the use of symbols and liturgical mater-
iazls which =serve only to 1ldentify uni-
versellism with traditional Christianity.
Here 1s & mnew saymbol which is distinctly
Universalist in 4its impact. "Theolo-
gically Spesking™ suggest 1ts use by
all ministers in the Universallst Church
who share in the thinking which it sym-
bolizes.
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