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Introduction

These pages are offered to the ministers at the
Rochester General Assembly of the Universalist Church
of America to help fill in a gep In the Important
fleld of ceremony or ritusl. Litfle material Is avail-
able In published form that iiberals can use fo enrlch
the special services of the church and there seems to
be a growing awareness of the need for better services
for the reception of Church members, dedication of
children, weddings, efc.

These services are offered not as an answer fo the
need but as a step toward filling fhe need. They are
suggestive and tentative, and a#e presented In the
hope that those who are Interestéd will criticize them,
offer suggestions for improvement and perhaps create
further services. Especially, If Is hoped that other
ministers who have already created new forms will share
them, for undoubtedly there is much gocod material which
Is not generally known.

There has been a tendency in Protestantlism generally
to do away with ceremony and ritual and in its place fo
emphasize preaching and the study of the Bible., Informal
and artlistically barren services have been the result,
This has been as true of the Unlversalist Church as of
others. Often the only dignity and richness of our
services has been dependent upon the perscnalify and
character and Imagination of the worship leader. This
Is an uncertain basis upon which to bufld such an Im-
portant function as church ceremonies.

At the present time, there is @ notable renewal of
emphasis upon worship and ritual. The last two or fhree
decades have witnessed a return fto pulpit robes, vested
choirs and a more formaid: type of worshlp service, Includ-
Ing occasionally even the use of liturgies. Churches
have been remodelied to Install chancels. The cross and

candies have appeared In many churches where they were

T

unknown a generaftion ago, and there has been a renewed
Interest In symbolism.

These servlices have grown and developed out of
experlences In the parish ministry, and with one
exceptlion have been used encugh and with sufficlent
success ro encourage this presentation., They have
been used, revised, used end revised several tlmes
and by several different ministers who. have been
sharing In ftheir development. They have. drawn
upon many sources, nhew and old, for materials, The
confirmation service, for example, includes. {wlth .
some revision) an historic service long in use af
the All Souls Universallst Church tn Brooklyn, New
York, which is singularly beautiful,

These suggestions are offered to Unlversalist
ministers in the hope fthat together we may develop
more adequate ceremonies through which we may
help our people to celebrate the great festlvals
of Iife and flnd thelr deepest religlous Interpre-
tation.

The HumiilTat]

October, 19L9




warming us with Intimatlons of an astoundling desiiny,

Communion® . . - ‘ calling us home unio itself. Yielding o those per-
: . i suasions, gladly commltting ourselves in body and
The first.of the services suggesfed here is a new soul, utferly and completely fo the light within,
form of the communion service with a strong emphasis is the beginning of frue lifec I+ 1s a dynemic cenfter,
upon the commltment .of the individuai fo religious a creative llfe that presses to birth within us. T
ITving. .Recognlizing the sacrificlael [hfe and death ‘s o sced stirring to life if we do nof choke it I+
of Jesus who commitfed his whole life to the fulflll~ ) is the presence in the midst. Here Is the slumbering
Ing of hls religlous ldeals, this service seeks to God, stirring To be awakened, fo become the soul we
lead the worshlpper to facé the demands and challenges ’ clothe in earihiy form and action. And it Is within

and problems of his own life with a similar commitment

us alle
to llve reilgiously. .

The other services are jargely bullt around the f  minister: As Jesus supped with hls disciples In an
communion which 1s Included with speclal appilcation | upper chamber, h& ook bread and brake !t, likening
to the particular séervice. Thus the wedding service J i+ unto his body, saying, "This Is my body which s
offers communion to the couple who are being married 4 broken for you; this do in remembrance of mec"
as a challenge to commit themselves without reserva-
tion to the: fulfliiment of their new relatlonship. \ People: This is my body which | give to be broken

L in the service of man.
Service of Communion

(Mnister epproaches Communion Tabie durlng hymn - Minister: And after the same manner; he ftook the
affer the sermon) cup when he had supped and likened 1t unto his -~
Minlster: Llet the bread here broken be a token of the blood shed foir ihe common weal, saylng "This do,

————

bodies of men which have been brcken for us In sacrifi- ' as oft as ye drink it, In remembrance of meo '
clal living. ] '
People: We would present our bodles a living sacrifice, People: This Is my blood which 1s shed for alle
holy and acceptable unto God, which is our reasonabte §

service, ‘ (Both elements wil! now be disiiibuted, and the
Minister: Let the wine here oufpoured be to us a token 1} people are asked not *o parvake until all have
of the self-forgetting good which men must needs do for been served, A period of mediration will follow.
others 1f they are to share the fullness of religlous duirIng which the worshippers may pairiake of The
lving. ! bread and wine, each when he ig ready¢)

People: And let us offer ourselves not to be ministered |
unto, but to minister,

(The stewards wilF come forward at this time) {
Communiori Readingt Deep withlin us all there Is a sanc-
tuary of the soul, a holy place, a dlvine center, a

]
speakling voice to 'which we may contindously return. '
Eternity is at our hearts, pressing upon our time-torn }TVL
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Receptlon of Infants Into The Fellowship of
The Church

Each one of us, when born Into thls world,. came
htther as a weak and helpless babe, utterly depend-
ent upén the Jove and wisdom of those about us,

Every chlld needs to be recelved by loving arms and
to be gulded wlth understanding care, Each has a
just claim upon Its parents and upon others who,

as teachers and friends, are entrusted wlith Its care,
a clalm to en Intelligent understanding of 1is needs,
and to all that Is essential for the fullest deveiop-
ment of lts possibillties, Moreover, It has a right
to acqualntanceship with Ifs human heritage, and fo
knowledge of its duties and obligations to mankind.
Hence, |t becomes our privilege and responsibility to

receive thls child Into the fellowshlp and care of the
Church,

(To the parenfs)

By the receiving of Communion, you have acknowledged
the sacredness of the life which has been entrusted to
your especial care, and your solemn responsibllity to so
protect and encourage thls child that 1t may realize the

ful lness of its promise, Do you at this ftime reaffirm
that act of dedication?

(The parents wlll answer)
We do-

(The minister will address the congregatlon)

We, whose task as a fellowship is to strengthen and
assIst one another in every good thing, are called upon
to pledge ourselves to be faithful and zealous In the
care and nurture of thls chiid. Lef us then state our
high purpose and resolution,

(The congregation will repeat In unison)

We accept thls child Into the fellowship of the
Church Universal and we promise and engage that we
will give him the guardian love and care of thls church.

We covenant with

you fhat, so far as in us lles, we will strive +o
walk with you In the bonds of brotherly love and

i Ist you in all
friendshlip. We will strive fo ass ou |
your endeavors toward @ higher 11fe, We will strive
to ald you In resisting temptations. We witl strive

to comfort you with that comfort where-

L?fﬁozzog;rszlvés are zomforfed of God and, ?hafever
may come to you, whether misfortune, afflicf onfhg:
sin, tn the splrlf of our falth which tells us
% ove never falleth", we promlse never to cloie Zuz
hearts against you. May God seal our covenan ,?hz
keep us steadfast, immovable and abounding In
works of the Lorde

(To the parents)
Name thls childe

(Parents)
N .

[l the minister say)
N (Then she with water, ancient symbol

lve thee into the
f purit | anolnt thee, rece .
:elﬁowsh¥; of the Church Universal and dedicate
thee to a rellglous I1fe that thou mayest find

ace and happlness and loves
Pe (The Minister may use the following or offer

prayer In hls own words)

Thou l1fe withln our llves, through whose con;e
stant presence we are led through all our ?ays,d
bespeak for thls new |1fe which we have we coTe -
into our fellowship all the blessings of happ nge
and peace whlch we can besfow upon 1t. Mayfw.c;-hIS
conflrmed In the covenanf of fellowship thaf s
new 11fe may be guided wise1y In the pafhfﬁ .o .
We are glad for Its promisSe, and we prayb abm‘n
may be led to reach the fulness thereof by 2 g

it. Amena
evegognblhi!iilzé as he was with our fathers, that
his ways may be known unto our chlldren, his saving

health unto all peopless Amens,




Conflirmation

Dearly beloved, tHe Church is a fellowship of men
and women and children united by a common need of
rellglous growth and companionship. We are not a
company of salnts perfect In faith and righteous-

ness, but confessing our fallures and shortcomlings,
we desire to be Better than we are, and' seek togetti-
er the fullness of religious tiving. We strive to
walk together In love and peace, to seek the truth,
to sfrengtheniand uphold one another.

Ltove 1s the doctrine of thls Church;

The quest of fruth is [ts sacrament;

And service s 1ts prayer. | i
To dwell together In peace;

To seek knowledge In freedom;

To serve mankind in fellowshlp;

To the end that all souls shall grow Info
harmony wlth the Divine. =

Thus do we covenant with each- ofher and wlfh -God.

As Infants you were recelved Info fhe felIOWShlp
of the Church when your parents or sponsers, who
desired for you lts care and nurture, - assumed In your
name its dlscipllnes.

You have come now to cotfirm thése commltments and
obligations and declare your Intent to share wlth us
in the coentinuing study and practice ¢f the religlion
of Unlversalism. !

|nasmuch as.this occaston Involves a’profound com-
mitment fo a new relationship, If is meet:and right
that opportunity be given for involting the ful]j power
of your rellgious faith in a service of holy communion.

Do: you promise that: you -will strive to wajk wlith the
church In the spirit of loye, assyming your part In its
woishtp.and study -with falthfulness?

(The candidates witl answer)

! do, ,

-~
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Do you solemnly covenant and prémise that so far as
In you Tles you will make love the doctrine of your
Itfe, and that you will make your 11fe a continuing.
quest for the truth that it may be made manlfesf ‘In
your words and deeds,
(The candldates wll! answer)
i do. B

(The congregation wlll then rise and say)

We covenant with you that, so far as In us Iles,
we will strive to walk with you In the bonds of
brotherly love and friendship, We wlll strive to
assist you In all your endeavors toward a hlgher -
fTfe. We wlll strive to ald you in resisting temp-
tetlons. We wll| strive, ln sorrow, to comfort you
with that comfort wherewith we ourselves are com-
forted of God and, whatever may come to yocu, whether
misfortune, affl!cfion or sin, In-the splrit of our
faith which tells us that "Love never falleth™, we
promIse never to close our hearts agalnst you. May
God seal our covenant and keep us steadfast, Immov-
able and abounding In the works of the Lord,

(Then shall follow the service of holy communion)

(Then shall the minister place his hand upon the
head of each one, saylng)

N » you are now conflirmed In mem-
bership tn the Unlversailst Church. May the Divine
Ll1fe within you gulde you to the fullness of |lfe,
blessing you and all mankind. Amen.

(Then shall he say)
Let us pray.

Almlghty and Everliving God, whose loving kind~
ness never falleth, we pralse thee for the dedlca-
tion of these thy children. May the Influence of
thy splrlt be as an Inslstent flame In thelr hearts,
purging them of all Jow desire and directing thenm
In the way of thy commandments,




May there be a confirmation In thelr hearts of

every loyal purpose and & continuing renewal -and !
strengthening of every holy desire. May they not ¥

be dismayed by any discouragements or temptations; |

and whenever weariness or sorrow overtakes them,

may fthe remembrance of this sacred hour be to them

an Inspiration and a stay. \
May we all be conflrmed in our faith and love

that we may run with patience the race thou hast

set before us and be helpers one of another. Amen. X

e
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When some are belng received as -gdults having
not been previousiy recelved Idto the Church, the
following words shall be used In addition fo or Ln
place of fthe paragraphs beginning "As InfantS...
and "You have COmMEsse

You have presented yourselves as those who desire
the care and nurture of this Church, declaring your

intent to.share with us in the confinuing study and <¢

practice of the religion of Universalism, commifting
yourself to ifs discipllnes. ‘s

The Wedding Service

(The congregation seated.)

Dearly beloved {or frlends), we are gathered
here to witness the jolning of thls man and this
woman In holy matrimony (or Marriage).

They have deslred our presence on this momen-
tous day of their lives as wifnesses to the happi-
ness which they have found fogether and to the pledge’
which they wlll not make, each to the other, for the
mutual service of thelr common life.

We rejoice with them that out of all the world
they have found each other, and that they will hence-
forth flnd the deeper meaning and richness of human
Ilfe In sharing It wifh each other.

Taught by our own joys, by our own sorrows,even
by our own failures, we remInd them that In marrlage
as in all I1fe, whosoever insists upon saving his
lesser goods and his Iittle self, shall miss what
is greater, and whosoever forgets hlmself In devo-
tlon to his beloved and in consecreation to fhelr
common enterprise, Is surest to find a full and a
happy !ife.

| f anyone among you knows of any just cause why
these two may not be lawfully jolned together, let
him speak nNowWe

{To the couple)

I requlre and charge you both that If elther of
you knows any Impediment to your belng lawfully
jolned together you do now confess it.

(Then shall the minister say unto the man)

N , wilt thou have thls woman to thy
wedded wife, to llve together in the holy estate
of matrimony? Wilt thou love her, comfort her,
honor and keep her In sickness and 'in health, In
sorrow and In joy, and forsaking all ofther, keep
thee only unto her so long as ye both shall love?




(Then shall the man answer)
I will. )

(Then shail the minister say unto the womarn)
M , wilt thou have this man to Thy
wedded husband, to live together In ~ the holy
estate of matrimony? WIilt thou love him, comfort
him, honor and keep him in sickness an in health,
In sorrow and in joy, and forseking all other, keep

wind ‘lays waste the garden. For even as love crowns
you so shall he cruclfy you. Even .as he Is for Yyour
growth so, [s he for your pruning. Even as he ag-
cends to your height and daresses your tenderest
branches that quiver I'n the sun, so shall he descend
to your roots and shake them In thelr clinglng to

. o both shal! love? the earth. Llke sheaves of corn he gathers you un<
theé only ﬁni? :;z igm;zngnzzeie | to himself. He threshes you.to make you naked. He
! ET?Gn e sTfts you to free you from your husks. He grinds

wifl.

you to whiténess. He kneads you untl!] you are
pliant; and then he assigns you to hls sacred fire
that you may become sacred bread for God's sacred
feast. )
If you Intend to lead a new life, foliowlng the
high purpose which you have seen, draw hear and
' accept thls sacrament to your strengthening. Offer
thyself unfo God and give thyself wholly for hlm,
so shall thine offering be acceptable. Whatsoever
thou glvest beside thyself | care nothing for, for

(Then shall the minister say)
Who has the honor of presenting this woman to be
married to this man?

(The brides father shall say)!
I have. ' ‘

(The bride's father wil| then be seafeds Then

the minister shall say)
Inasmuch as this occasion involves a profound commit-
ment to a new relationship, It is meet and right That l
opportuntty be given for invoking the full power of

your rellgious faTth In a service of holy communion. g I a??hnOfITbyfgiffa ??ff;hee;. e e
(Then shall the minisfter go fo The altai- or commun- . anz rhn's 3r12 :hail ngegr?heosansfia aro
' e co
ton table and shall then say) 4 P ry or |

approach the communion.table as the arrange-
mengs may provide. Then shall the minister
say
Your approach to this altar (or tablé) symbolizes
your desire to commit your life In complete dedi-
cation:fo the challenge which Is before you, *1
-~ now require and charge that you search the secret
places of your hearts where no subterfuge nor eva-

Deep within us all there is a sanciurary ?f the
soul, a hely place, a divine center, 2 speaking volce
fo which continuocusiy we may refurn. Eternity is af
our hearts, pressing upon our time-torn iive_sf wat =
ing us with Infimations of an astounding destiny, call-
Ing us home unto itself. Yielding fo those persuaslona,

fadly committing ourselves In body and soui, utterly ) ) :
2 d cgm letel fg the light within, IS fhe beginning of sfon may stand, and if you do ot enter Info this,
n P Y ~ service In wholeness of spirif, end without hid-

true life. d bllqgati : ti that d ith
+ h his ways en obllgation or reservation, that you do with-
When love beckons to you, follow him, thoug 1 Y draw from this place.

are hard and steep. And when his wings enfold you, o o
feld to him fhoEgh the sword hidden ameng his plinions . (The minister shall then turh to the altar or
Y ? be In an atftitude of meditation and the couple,

' " believe him . ME
may wound you. And when he speaks o you, ’ kneeling or tn prayer. for a period of at least
though hls volce may shafter your dreams as fhe north one minute.). ‘

ey




(The minlster shall take the cup from the altar o
table, elevgted it, apd address the_man who shaj|
repeat after the minister:

This Is my llfe, givén as a reasonable service to
the fulfliliing of my commlfment.

(The cyp 1s given as the minister says)
Drink ye all of it, and live.

(The minister shall then turn to the woman who

shall repeat after him as he says)

This Is'my llfe, glven as a reasonable service to the

fulfliitng of my commitment.
(The cup Ts given as the minister says)

Drink ye all of 1t, and [lve. )
(After the partaking, the minister shal|l say)

Now may the blessed truth which thou has seen confirnm

and strengthen fthee In all goodness, and bring thee
to the; ful Iness of llfe.

(The man and woman shall rise and join, thelr right

‘hands and repest after the minister)
I, N , take thee, M , o be my wedded
wife, to have and to hold from this dey forward, for
better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness
and In health, to love and to cherish and thereto |
pledge my faithfulness (plight thee my froth).

I, M , take thee, N , to be my
wedded husband, to have and fo hold from this day

forward, for better for worse,-for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish and
thereto | pledge my faithfulness (plight thee my froth).

(Then shall the minister say)
What symbol do you offer for the fulfillipng of these
vows? :

{The minister shall receive the ring from the man
and say) )
#hay this ring be now and ever confinue fo be a frue

symbol of fhe abiding love of him who gives It for her

.

e

wears tt. : ' '
Who(The man shall then place the ring upon the

woman's flnger, saylng, affer fthe minister)
with this ring, | thee wed, and pledge my falth-
ful fove. | . . : )
(The minister shall fthen receive the rling
from the woman and say) B
may this ring be now and ever continue to be a
true symbol of the abzdlng leve of her who gives
tf for him who wears it. .
(The woman shall fthen place the ring upon the
men's finger and say, after the minisfer) _
with this ring, 1 thee wed, and pledge my faith~
ful loves - ' ‘
(Then shall the minister offer prayer In the
following, or other, words)
Eternal God, we invoke thy tenderest blessing on
all true lovers. We praise thee for the longing
which draws the soul of man and maid together
and bids them leave all the close bonds of the
past fto cleave to one another. We thank thee for
the revealing power of love which divines In the
one beiloved the mystic beauty and glory of humanity..
We thank Thee for the fransfiguring power of love
which ripens and enncbles our nature, céJlIng.forTh
the, hidden stores of tenderness and strength, -&nd
overcoming The selfishness of youth by the passion
of self-surrender. .
We pray that their love may be made strong,
holy and deathiess, fthat no misunderstanding may
fray the bond and no disenchaniment of the years .
have the power to quench the heavenly [Tght +hat
now glcws in them. May they eariy galn wisdom
fo discern the true values of l1fe, and may nho
tyranny of fashlon or glamor of cheaper joys steal
from them the wholesome peace and lInward satisfac-
tlon which on!y loyal love can glive, May they look
with sober eyes beyond these sweel days of fellow-
ship to the generations yet to come, and to reallze




that the love which they enjoy is a part of the sacred

tissue of the body of humanity -In whlch thou dost

dwel!, so fhat they may reverenoe themselves and each

other, and drink the cup of Jjoy wlth awe. Amen..

Love one another, buf make not a bond of ‘love:

Let It rather be a movlng sea befween the shores of
your souls, '

Fill each other's cup: but drink not from one cup..

Give one anofther of your bread but eat not from the
same !oaf. :

Sing and dance fogether and be Joyous, but et each
one of you be &lone, .

Even as the strings of a lute are zlone though they
quiver wlth the same muslc.

Give your hearts, buf not into each other's keeang,

For only the hand of LIfe can contain your hearts.,

And stand together, yet not too near together:

For the ptllars of the temple stand apart, .

And the ocak free and the cypress gtrow not ln each

other's shadow,

But let; there be spaces In wyourr fogefherness, -

And let the.winds -of fhe heavens dance between you.

Love one anofher, buf make not a bond of love.

These whem | 1fe and love have Jolned together, lef
no man put asunder, :

Forasmuch as N and M : ‘have
consented foge?her In wedlock and have witnessed the
same before God and this company, and fhereto heve
engaged -and pledged themselves to gach other, and have
delcared the same by giving and recervlng rings, |
pronounce thaf they are husband and wife.

May all that: is noble, lovely and true -ablde with
you forever. Amen, ' '
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