Ele‘ven'fh Genera' f\ssemb!{ of Unitarian Univer'sa"s% Association

Held at +he Falrmori' Ho+e! Daiias‘ Testas

* The General Assembly was convened by the Moderator at

8:45 a.m. on'May 31, 1972 and was finally adjourned at approxi-

mately 5:00 p.im. on June 3, 1972, The first business session was -

ealled to order on May 31 at 8 p.m. A preliminary report of the

Credentials Committee was presented and the Moderator de- -

clared that a quorum was present.
. The General Assembly heard reports of the Pres;dent Dr.
Robert West; the Moderator, Dr. Joseph L. Fisher; the Seere-
- tary, Russell F. Benson; the Treasurer, Arthur G. Root; the
chairman of the Finance Committee, William N. Holway, the
Vice President for Fund Raising, Dr. Philip R. Giles. Joseph B.
. Samples, Jr., chairman of the Commission. on Appraisal pre-
sented its report. Daniel Michie, retiring President of the UUSC,
also addressed the Assembly. Greetings of the British General
Assembly were brought by Brian Golland, General Secretary.
- The Annual Award for Distinguished Service to the Cause of
Liberal Religion was presented to Constance Burgess, retiring
Executive Director of the UUWF, .
The Clarence R. Skinner Award for the best sermon as an
- expression of the social concerns of Unitarian Universalism was
made to Reverend Richard Gilbert for his sermon Prophets of
the Human Spirit—The Brothers Berrigan.

The Holmes Weatherly Award for achievement in outstandmg :

social prophecy was made to the United Farm Workers, AFL-
Ci0. : .
The first annual Angus MeLean Award for outstanding
achlevement in religious education was made to Joan Welch
Ge rm

.+ Frederic G. Melcher Book Award was made to Dr, William
G, McLoughlm, Jr., for his book New Englond Dassenz 1630-
- 1883, .

A special award for the best sermon on Unitarian Universalist
Identity was'made to Reverend Dezne Starr for his sermon
Unitarian Universalist Mythology.

Multi-media Identity Awards were made to Dot Muller and
- Lois Sepez for Kaleidoscope—Man and His Religion Unit; Mary
. Burton for Poientialities for Experiencing the Sacred Half Vast
Productions Unitarian Church West for The Eve of the Fifth
Revelation aridd Mrs., Richard A, Herzberg for “What Can 1
. Bring?”

- "Hymn Identity Awards weré presented io Robert S. Lehman,
" Emily L. Thorn, Lloyd Elliott and Mary Evans Johnson.

. . Following recommendations made by the Planning Committee
- which had been presented to all societies in the Tentative
. Agenda, the General Assembly adopted Rules of Procedure to

- carry out the Planning Committee’s proposals which called for

i the establishment of five committees of the Genersl Assembly

¢ known -as Mini-Assemblies. The Mini-Assemblies conmdered
‘most of the items on the Final Agenda and in due course the
. recommendations of the Mini-Assemblies were reported to
_ plenary sessions for action. The Rules of Procedure which were
. adopied were set forth in the Final Agenda and may be re-
ferred to.

The Goneral Assembly took final action and the Consiitution -

-~ of the Association was repealed. The vote was unanimous, The
- vote provided that the repeal would not take effect until the final
: admummenr of the 1972 General Assembly.

gnposal to estabiish biennial meetings of the General As-

4y was defeated. After a recount the final vote was 352 in
. Eﬁrmatwe, 187 in the negative, whmh was less than the two-
i é. vote requtred

The General Assembly adopted an amendment to the Bylaws
providing that accredited religions education directors shall have
the same delegate status ‘accorded to ministers,

A Bylaw amendment proposing changes in the preparation of -

tentative and final agendas and procedures relating tnereto was

defeated.

A Bylaw amendment was adopted which provides that nomi-
nation procedures in connection with the election of the Presi-
dent in 1973 are to be governed by the Bylaw, forims of petition
and rules and regnlations in force on March 1, 1972.

A proposal to amend the standing rules of the General Assem-
bly governing budget matters was defeated.

The General Assembly amended the Bylaws to provide new
procedures in case of tie votes in elections,

No action was taken on a resolution entitled Black Affairs
Council Funding. Instead the following alternate resclution was
adopted:

Funding of Programs for Racial fustice

BE IT RESOLVED: that the 1972 General Assembly of the
Unitarian Universalist Association honor the request of the
Unitarian Universalist Association Black Affairs Council, Inc.
to discontinue any further discussion of funding from the con-
tinental annual budget of programs for racial justice; and

TURTHER RESOLVED: that the General Assembly urge the
UUA Board of Trustees and the UUA Administration to support

‘and cooperate with the educational and non-competitive fund

raising efforts of all related Unitarian Universalist organizations
active in the field of racial justice.

The General Assembly postponed indefinitely action on a pro-

posal for the appointment of a Commission of Review of the

Association’s Constitution and Bylaws.

The following resolution was proposed:
Telephone Excise Tax :
WHEREAS the telephone excise tax was Tevied spemﬁcally by
Congre‘ss in 1966 to finance the war in Vietnam, and

WHEREAS, those voting in favor of the following do so with
the intention of refusing payment of the Federal excise tax on
telephones,

BE IT RESCLVED, that the deletrates of the 1972 General

* Assembly urge all Unitarian Universalists to refuse payment of
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the telephone excise tax and urge the Unitarian Universalist

. Association to refuse suclr payrent also,

In reply to a-question from the floor, General Counsel in-
formed the delegates that refusal to pay the telephone excise tax
is & criminal offense that the maximum penalties for will{ul
refusal to pay the tax is onc year in jail or a fine of $10,000 or
both, plus the payment of interest at the rate of 6% per annum
on the unpaid tax.

After debate the resolution was adopted. 232 voting in the
aflirmative and 203 in ihe negative.

A vesolution calling upon the General Assembly to request the
Board of Trustees of the Associaiion to restore the operating
funds to individual districts and to use funds presently allocated
to the inter-district orgamzatmn for the benefit of individual
districts was defeated.




‘?‘ZIT‘TH REFORE RE LFD

thrgugh the Depaztment of Lducatmn and:Social Concern

‘ adaplanon, and programming ameng human’ belngs

* " Tiie following resolution entitled Socml Responszbzhty in the
Tnvestivent of Endowment Funds was also. adopted:

d of Trustees:

organizations in the development of programs to foster' Social
Eesponsibility in the investment of endowment funds and in the

Dre«fram eoneerned with the role of American dndustyy in’ the

Afnea= by means of anintensive program of education’ con-
dueted by the UUA. through the Department of Educanen and
ial Concern and aiﬁhated members; and

ohefforts to be undertaken thh special attention to the

ﬁtal pzoteetmn and ramal Jumce

~BEATTHEREFORE RESOLVED: that the General Assembly

‘the Board of Trustees.as-follows:
o‘encourage the DUA’S present suppliers te cooperate
ject Equahty,

. cdoperate with Project Fquahtf, and

‘General Assembxy adopted the followm'r resolutmn eom-
ding. the Presideni.and.tne Board of frusteee for actions
jjronneenon with t!le Reacon Press 1meslwat10n by the

- The' ollpwmg reaolut:on entltled Human Unders‘tandmg Pm- :

that: tIﬂe UUA cor"m
‘investigate and, teaeh the nature of humazuty, in- ¢
ormon thaits; drwes ete. fhe relatmnship to. other

crhouf: cnown 111story, the ‘basis| of the- apparent dﬂ'fer
._and the place of. human bemﬂs w1thm ‘the total natural"'

ough other appropriate agencies of the Association in |
consultation with: other- concerned groups and individuals to- -
~ward the-end of promoting greater understanding, appreemtmn,

'{ESOI VED that the General Assembly reeemmends that the " .

voperate with other religious,- educational and charitable -
oi,temanacrement of companies-in whose securities: they -

deﬁwr'xate as a prmmpal priotity the development of a

inuing exploitation and oppression of Blacks in Southern -

of corporahons in maiters relatmg to war and peaee,-

-WHEREAS the 19?@ General Assembly of the UUA by unani-
i ote e_;cpress_ed iks agreement with and s_upport of PrOJect '

X ‘this General Assembly of 1972 desires to demon-
¢ UUA implement its affirmations of social justice, .

give preferential treatment to those suppliers which -

33T urge member soczetles to support Project Equahty,"

;e Departmen*-_‘ B
"lgvical}andj'

IT FURTHER RESOLY ED that the UUA 1mplemen£ thla*L‘ ‘

~and setion. a8 T

: GENER.AL;ASSEMB Y \fIINUTESmGF\IhRAL RESOLU’I‘IONS

BEACON PR*ZSS INVESTIGATION

BE IT RFSOLVED that, ﬂle 1972 General Assembly of f}m
Dmtarlan Universalist Association endotses and - -SUppets:

aken by Pr‘r' : Robert Weqt and the. Bc_

d m}of rehﬂwn of expr 83167
evresemed by th Agovernment Y aclmvlu

!,FSOL_V D that the 1972 General Assembly 0

A DCIEUO"! mslructs the Board of

ions: taken on all items of busmess p

‘by the pr ev 10ixs General Assembly

ed_ under the Bylaws in the form adop

appear in the' o7 irectory of the Association and by.t

reference, these tesolutions are incorporated in and madﬂ a pai

of these Minutes. ‘Al theszaid General Resolutions were adnpte

00

the 1972 General Assembly, the Bylaws of the Association

* changes in the Byiaws adopied by ‘the 1972 General Assembly..

by more than a two-thirds majority vote.
By viriue of the votes taken at.the 1971 General Assemblv

new codified forni became effective upon the final adjournm
of the 1972 Géneral Assembly. This codification includes a

In the codlﬁcahon matters préviously covered in the Constiti:

tion of the, Assoclauon are identifiéd in the section numbering -

by the letter “C.” Rules of the General Assembly and of the
Board of Trustees whlch are.part of the codification also bezame
éflective tipon the final adjcuinment of the 1972 Gener
sembly. The said codifi¢ation, including said rules in their final

forny appear:in the 1973 Dlrectory of the ‘Association”and said
. codification is by this reference made a part of these Minutes.>

During the consideration’of the proposal to appoint a Com-
mission of. Review of the..Constitution and Bylaws and in re-

sponse to a question raised by the President of the Unitarian.
_ Universalist Women’s Fedération, without formal -action, the'
Moderator requested General Counse} to delete in’'the. Codified::

Bylaws and Rules sexist references arising, for example, in th
use of gender pro*louns It wiis understood that the Purpos
the Assematlon inwhich there is reference to.‘love to God'a

Tove to man,’ aud to the “d}ﬁnlty of man,” formal action would’:

have to be taken if any change were to be made.

The final report of the Credentials Committee was as follows:

678 delegatés (479 lay and 168 ministerial}, 5 Associate Men-

- bers, 22 Board of Trustees members-and 4 representing the

Lhureh of the Larger Fellowslnp, representing 268" churches, and’

' Vxellowshlpa, 41 States and 3 Provinces..

Respectfully subm:i.ted

F. Jane Horxivs
Recording Secretary

*In connection thh this process the General Assemb]y Yoted that atl .

Bylaw changes and all Rujes changes adopted by this 1972 General A%

semb]y be integrated into and bhecome a part of the codified Bylaws, agd -

Rules which. were ~adopted, by ‘the 1971 General Agsembly, with such

'chamres in article" and ‘section numbers and such. chang,es in dicuoll ¢.ﬂ! ;
e v\l‘rllﬂf R

stylc as tay be required and appropriate, said integration’ to b
out at-or as of the time of the fipal adjournment of this Géneral’ Assembly

- by ihie Chairman of the Special Committee,. which p1epared the ..odihui
Bylaws, in consultatwq with General Counsel. :

..\_k___

b As.
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._ HUMAN RIGHTS COVENANTS.
_HEREAS, the International Covenants on Human Rights as

7 adopted unanimously by the United Nations General Assembly
* in 1960 stress the importance of nations in upholding, protecting
- and extending the rights of human beings the world over; and

WHEREAS, the recognition and approval of those covenants
are consistent with the libertarian concepts embodied in our

- Federal Constitution, Declaration of Independence and pursuits

of international justice; and

WHEREAS, the socizl, economic, civil and political rights of

individual persons and whole groups of persons are in need of
acknowledgment, stimulation and expansion under world gov-
erinment as represented by the United Nations; and

WHEREAS, the 1965 General Assembly of the Unitarian

Universalist Association unanimeusly adopted a General Resolu-
tion displaying its concern about this matter, . -

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the United States
Senate be called upon to ratify promptly the International Con-

_ ventions and Covenants on Human Rights adopted by the United

Nations General Assembly: particularly those on genocide; ra-
cial discrimination ;- education, social, and eultural rights; civil
and political rights; and discrimination in education.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that our government exert
special leadership in support of world-wide human rights by
urging other nations to ratify the conventions and covenants and

- by aiding all efforts to strengthen the United Nations Human
-Rights Commission,

GUN CONTROL

- BE IT RESOLVED: that the 1972 General Assembly of the

Unitarian Universalist Association recommends uniform gun
legislation -gs follows:

1. Licensing for the purchase and possession of all usable

guns,

2. Gun registration holding owners legally accountable for

- all their gups and registrars legally accountable for privacy of

-

records. :
. 3. Federal, State, Provincial and local codes for responsible
gun ownership regarding how they are kept, knowledge of proper

-ust and to whom they may be transferred; and .

4. Sound standards for the responsible use of guns by law
enforcement agencies. '

5. Restriction of ownership and possession of concealable
hand guns to persons showing a specific need, such as law en.
forcement officers and security guards.

6. Strong legislation forbidding use of ‘drop guns’ by law
enforcement officers. o

COMMENDATION OF BEACON PRESS
'BE IT RESOLVED: that the 1972 General Assembly of the

Unitarian Universalist Association commends the Beacon Press
for its publication of The Pentagon Papers.

SUPPORT FOR INTEGRATED EDUCATION

. _ P .
~HHEREAS, there is a need to redefine the concept of inte-

A

Jrquality education in terms of the needs of students of all

sotioeconomic, racial, and nationality backgrounds; and

- WHEREAS, our intent must be to provide quality education
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 GENERAL RESOLUTIONS
(all adopted by at least 2/3rds majority)

for everyone and not to destroy the identity of ethnic groups by
renaming schools, by replacing minority group principles or

~ teachers, or by ignoring minority groups in curricula; and-

WHEREAS, busing is not the main issue but is only one

instrument which in some circumstances may be useful in -

bringing about quality education for all; and

WHEREAS, Blacks and other minority groups must share
decision-making power {community-control) in educational and
other matlers affecting their lives; and -

WHEREAS, all levels of government have responsibility for
equalizing educational resources made available to all students,
with provision for extra resources in cases of special need:

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the General Assem-
bly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urge full support
of all means leading to integrated quality education including
the equitable distribution of resources; fully integrated staffing;
curricula including the history, culture, and problems of all
minorities, such as Blacks, American Indians, Chicanes, Eski-
moss and Orientals; any necessary bus transportation whether

or not across jurisdictional boundary lines; bring to the atten- .

tion of member societies the continuing need for Unitarian Uni-
versalist leadership in every community if a just and democratic
society is to be attained and urges that the various communities
affected participate in the decision-making process in redefining
quality education, examining the intent, and identifying the best
instruments to be used to achieve it.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the 1972 General As-

sembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association opposes Presi-
dent Nixon’s proposed Moratorium on Student Transportation
and opposes all efforts in the Congress to attach the so-called
“anti-busing” amendments to the Higher Education Emergency
School Assistance Act; and further opposes House Joint Resolu-

tion 620, the so-called “anti-busing™ constitutional amendment,

-

RESOLUTION ON THE LETTUCE BOYCOTT

BE IT RESOLVED, that the 1972 General Assembly of the ;

Unitarian Universalist Association, ask member churches, fel-

lowships, and constituencies in North America and abroad, to’

refrain from purchasing, serving, and eating iceherg lettuce

unless it is clearly marked with the Black Eagle label of the

‘United Farm Workers;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that this cessation in
purchasing, serving, and eating of iceberg lettuce by churches,
fellowships and constituencies, continue until sach time as
meaningful contracis are entered into between growers and the
United Farm Workers Union. '

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the General As-

sembly send a. delegation to Phoenix, Arizona, to meet with

Cesar Chavez and express our concern over his health in fasting, -

and our concern for justice for farm workers.

RESOLUTION ON SMOKING iN PUBLIC PLACES

- WHEREAS, we stand ready to supporl the maximum possible

freedom for each individual; and

WHEREAS, we are committed to support individuals who are
subjected to unfair assault by others; and

WHEREAS, we support the right and freedom of any person
made’ aware of the hazards to his personal health to smoke
tobacco; and :
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WHEREAS, we are aware of the fact that the adverse effect
of smoking is not limited to the smoker, but extends to the non-
smoker whose atmosphere is polluted by the smoke; and

WHEREAS, the severity of this effect on the non-smoker has - -

been recognized by both the Surgeon General of the United

States and the World Health Organization; and
© WHEREAS, the World Health Organization has therefore

called for the banning of smoking from all places of public. «

meeting;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the UUA call for

the banning of smokmg in all closed places of public meeting,

and that further, a public information program be undertaken

* by the denomination to make smokers aware of the physical

harm done to their friends by their actions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That all meetings of the

"UUA allow time breaks of reasonable length to allow tobacco
smokers to leave the place of meeting to go out and smoke if
they have a compelling need to do so. :

RESOLUTION ON THE 1972 U.S. CONGRESSIONAL -

AND 'PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS _
WHEREAS, the mining of Haiphong and six other North

Vietnamese harbors, and the resumption of heavy, indiscrimi-
nate bombing of North Vietnam are acts of military aggression

undertaken in the sprmg of 1972 by the Un1ted States govern- .

ment; and -

WHEREAS, these mlhtary actions occur at a time when a
substantial number of United States citizens are calling for the
continuing and complete withdrawal of our troops from South-
east Asia, and an end to U.S. participaticn in the Indochina war;
and

WHEREAS, this military escalation in North Vletnam on the -
part of the United States was initiated after the deadline for _

placing this resolution on the Final Agenda for the 1972 UUA
General Assembly;

BE IT RESOLVED: that the Eleventh Annual General Assem-
bly of the Unitarian Universalist Association, meeting in: Dallas,
Texas, June 1972, urges all U.S. Unitarian Universalists and
like-minded rellglous liberals to responsibly and vigorously par-

ticipate in the 1972 elections, especially on the national level, so - '

as to elect Congressmen, Senators, and a President deeply com-

mitted to immediate cessation of United States acts of war, and -
to working for a just and humane peace in the world and in

our land.
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