 FOURTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
- of
~ UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
ASSOCIATION

- (First _Session)

Pursuant to notice duly given, the Fourth General Assembly of Unitarian
Cuiversalist Association was held in Boston at the Statler Hilton Hotel and
a5 called to order at 9:10 am. on May 25, 1963, by Vice Moderator, the
jjonorable Lawrence G. Brooks. The Moderator, Dr. Marshall E. Dimock,
cigned on June 8, 1064, and the Board of Trustees did not fill the vacancy.
Throughout the Fourth General Assembly, the Vice Moderators, Lawrence G.
firooks and Carleton M. Fisher, divided between them, the responsibility of
moderating. Tn these minutes, for convenience, the Vice Moderators are here-
safter referred to ds the “Moderator.”

A devotional service was conducted by Reverend Deane Starr, the Exec-
ative Secretary of the Central Midwest Distriet. |

The Secretary of the Association reported that many greetings had been
reccived by the Association and then presented two distinguished guests from
sbroad, Dr. A. Withelm Cramer of Holland, Executive Secretary of the Inter-
sational Association for Liberal Christianity and Religious Freedom and Dr.
John Kielty, Executive Secretary of The British General Assembly of Unitarian
and Free Christian Churches. Both gentlemen addressed the General Assembly.

After the adoption of Rules of Procedure, reports were heard from the
President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee. A writien report by the Vice Moderators was distributed to the Del-
eeates as part of the Delegates’ Packet. Alfter a brief discussion of certain
aspects of the finances of the Association it appeared that no Delegate desired
to propose action on any of the reports. The next item of business was the

presentation of two awards. .

Dr. Raymond C. Hopkins, Executive Vice President of the Association .
announced the Frederick G. Melcher Book Award which is made each year
by the Association to the author of the book judged to be the most significant
contribution to religious liberalism published in the United States in the pre-
vious calendar yeaf. The award was given tor Rolf Hochhuth’s, “The Deputy,”
published by the Grove Press. In Mr. Hochhuth’s absence, the award was
accepted by Mr. Fred Jordan of the Grove Press. Dr. Hopkins then presented
the Second Clarence R. Skinner Award which is given in memory of Clarence
R. Skinner, former Dean of the School of Religion of Tufts University for the
sermon judged to be the best sermon dealing with the current responsibility
of liberal. religion in the area of social responsibility. The award was presented
10 Reverend Khoren Arisian, Jr., for his sermon entitled, “The Clown Magnus
and Sclma, Alabama.” The sermon was preached at the Unitarian Church. of
Sarasota, Florida on March 21, 1965. : S

A preliminary report was received from the Committee on Credentials

_showing that at the opening of the meeting attendance was as follows: Lay

Delegates, 645; Ministerial Delegates, 276; Life Members, 1; Delegates from

- Associate Members, 7; Members of the Board of Trustees, 17; the total being

G346, These Delegates represented 252 Churches, 31 Fellowships, and came
from 40 States of the United States and & provinces of Canada. The States
not represented were Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Louisiana, Montana, Nevada,
North Dakota, South Dakota, West Virginia, and Wyoming.
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His Excellency John A. Volpe, Governor of the Commontealth of Massa-
chusetts, then entered the meeting, brought greetings from the Commonwealth,
- and addressed the delegates. ‘Thereupon the First Session of the General As.
sembly recessed until 9 a.m. on May 26, 1965,

.- {Second Session)

The Second Session was called to order at 9:15 a.m. on May 26, 1965.
The Moderator reminded the Delegates that the polls would be open that day
from 11 a.m! until’6 p.m. By vote of the meeting each candidate for President
namely, Dana McLean Greeley and John Ogden Fisher, were allotted 30
minutes each and both candidates addressed the meeting. ' '

The next item of business was to hear the report of the Commission on -

Appraisal. Copies of this report were distributed through Delegates’ Packet.

In the absence of the Chairman of the Commission the report was presented

by Clarke D. Wells of Cincinnati, Ohio, 2 member of the Commission. The
printed report is on file with the Secretary of the Association. It was voted
that the report be received and placed on file and that appropriate action be
commended to the officers, departments, and agencies concerned.

_The next item of business was to hear the report .of the Commission on
Religion and Race. This report also was distributed through the Delegates’
Packet. The report was presented by Reverend Walter Royal Jones, Jr. of
Charlottesville, Virginia, Chairman of the Commission. The printed report
is on file with the Secretary of the Association. After voting that the report
- be received and placed on file, with respect to a recommendation contained
in the printed report, the meeting voted that the Commission be continued.
Action on the Comrmission’s recommendation for the continuation of the
Freedom Fund was deferred for consideration with the resolution in the Final
Agenda having to do with Multiple Fund Raising.

Dr. Jack Mendelsohn of the Arlington Street Church in Boston, the Exec-
utive Director of the Laymen’s League (Unitarian-Universalist), the Executive
Director of Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation and the Director of

-the Community Relations Department of Massachusetts Bay District.of Uni-
tarian Universalist Churches, jointly offered a resolution entitled, /“To Bear
Witness” as follows: . / '

WHEREAS: The Commission on Religion and Race has from its inception,
called upon Unitarians and Universalists to bear witness to their concern .

for racial justice at all times and in all possible situations, and

WHEREAS: In view of the fact that James Reeb was deeply engagéd in

the life of this city and that one of his major concerns was to erase the

barriers of segregation that now exist within the Boston School System, and

WHEREAS: The School Committee of Boston has refused to recognize and
to ameliorate the existence of de facto segregation in these schools, and

WHEREAS: The Reverend Reeb was an aggrieved parent and before
his death a sponsor of the case against the School Committee that has
been brought before the Supreme Court of the State; -

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalists here assembled
recess at 11:30 today to march and stand silent witness before the School
Committee headquarters in James Reeb’s memory and in support of the
goals for which he worked. ' S
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- fter lengthy debate, the: question was put, and a standing vote was counted,
* - jve hundred and thirty-one voted in favor of the resolution and Two hun-
fed and fifty-six voted against the resolution. L ' :
Apropos of the reference by the Chairman of the Commission on Religion
nd Race to the pioneer work done by our New Orleans Church which had
hffered two bombings, and following the Chairman’s suggestion that it would
e fitting for the members of the General Assembly to send a message of
ympathy and encouragement to this Church, the meeting voted that the Gen-
ral Asserbly express its sympathy and support for our Church in New Orleans
md its Minister, Reverend Albert D'Olando and that substantial expression
f this concern be relayed promptly to both the Church and the Minister,

At this point in the meeting an offering was received for the support of

~Mbert Schweitzer College * located in Churwalden, Switzerland, Dr. Hans -
rosenwald, Director of the College briefly described the College and its facil-

» fies, : .

The Moderator again reminded the Delegates that the polls would be open

uring that day from 11 a.m. to 6 p.M. and the Secretary of the Association

cad the names of all candidates appearing on the ballot and introduced the

- landidates who were then present in the meeting.

With respect to the resolution under which delegates were invited to march

o the headquarters of the Boston School Committee instructions were given.
or the conduct of the march, following which the Moderator recessed the

becond Session of the General Assembly until 9 am. on May 27, 1965.

T_ : Ok : ".(Third Session)

The Third Session of the General Assembly was called to order at 9:00 a.m.
bn May 27, 1965. The Moderator called for the report of the election results,
A written report was submitted by the Chairman of the Committee of Tellers.
The following persons were elected to the respective offices as set forth below:

' it MODERATOR -
'  Joseru L. Fismgr, Arlington, Virginia -
B | - - PRESIDENT
T . Dana McLean GrEeELEY, Boston, Massachu_setts
S . VICE MODERATORS
d o B : Wape H. McCree, Jr., Detroit, Michigan
s o CarLETON M. Fismuer, Long Island, New York
_ SECRETARY :
Rosamonnp C. ReyNoLps, Leominster, Massachusetts -
’ . TRUSTEES .
Winston E. Kennepy, Chicago, Illinois ' .
Wirriam B. Norsis, Cleveland, Ohio : s e

Rosrrr J. Jerrries, Danbury, Connecticut
Georse D. MoNTILLON, Cincinnati, Ohio
Harmon M. Geug, Pasadena, California
Joun M. Hings, New York, New York
Henry F. Pomuer, Meadville, ‘Pennsylvania
v ‘ S James C. Leg, Miami, Florida : _
- Horace F, WEsTwooD, Houston, Texas o -
Doris E. Dobps, Islington, Ontario, Canada ' ‘
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' COMMISSION ON APPRAISAL .
ALFRED MGGLUNG,LEE, Short Hills, New Jersey
L. HaMmiLTon GarNER, Newark, New - Jersey
Davip T. StanrLey, Vienna, Virginia _

WirLiam M, MecGrorrun, Louisville, Kentucky
PaurL w, PENNINGROTH, Atlanta, Georgia

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Dowawp W, MALE, Manchester, Tennessee
WaLTER R, Kavs, Houston, Texas - '

_ WarrEN R. Ross, Rye, New York .
. ‘ Donaip E, TwiTcaELL, Cleveland, Ohio
Dororry M. BriLings, Bristol, Maine
Rura C. GARE, Syracuse, New York
. _ Term of Two Years
ALBERT F. ZIEGLER, Melrose, Massachuseits

_ BUSINESS COMMITTEE S 2
-Harorp P, KoEHLER, Toronto, Ontario, Canada K
Mervin C. Van pr WorkEeeN, New York, New York
A. Bruce MacGrrcor, Merrimackport, Massachusetts

TrELMA . McLavchLiN, Portland, Maine

' FROGRAM COMMITTEE
Rusy McKay, Stoughton, Massachusetts
- Erizasern L. BrarpsLey, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
A. Pmip Hewerr, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada,
PeTEr S, GRINNELL, South Dartmouth, Massachusetts -
: Term of Two Years ’ )
Siowey L. FrREEMAN, Charlette, North Carolina

The Moderator reminded the Meeting that under the By-laws, -the persons
elected would not take office until the final adjournment of the Fourth General
Assembly. :

In accordance with Massachusetts law, the Secretary then took the. re-
quired oath of office. '

possible, the Association try holding General Assembly annua) meetings
during the third or fourth week of June, recognizing that 1969 or 1970
may present the earliest opportunity for such meetings.

The Chairman noted that in order to implement the resolution just adopted
it would be necessary to amend the By-laws of the Association 4nd reminded

. the Meeting that such .an amendment would he presented later.,

The next item of business was to hear the report of the Committee on
Incentive Fund Raising and to take action thereon. Mr. Henry P. Lewis,

co-chairman of the Committee, presented the report. At the conclusion of the -
- report and after debate and the adoption of an amendment to the Committee’s

resolution as printed in the Fina Agenda of the General Assembly, the fol-

. lowing resolution was adopied:

o

The next item of business was to hear the report of the Committee on -
Place and Time of General Assemblies and take action thereon. The report

RESOLVED: that the 1965 General Assembly hereBy conveys to the Uni- |-
tarian Universalist Association Board of T rustees its wish that, as soon as |




RESOLVED: that the General Assembly direct the Board of the Unitarian
Universalist Association to instruct the Department of Development and
Fund Raising to implement the “Plus Plan” as described by the Special
Sudy Committee in its report. In this respect it is recognized that the
Department of Development and Fund Raising is to advise each partici-
 pating District at the close of each fiscal year (through its District Execu-
tive) what its total Annual ‘Fund contributions were. =~ .

FURTHER RESOLVED: that while the plan is in effect, the Board of the
' Unitarian Universalist _Association is directed to: o :

(a) establish, at the start of each fiscal year, the “continental increment,”
and - :

(b) announce, at the start of each fiscal year, the several continental needs
for highest priority which are to benefit from the continental share
of funds-over-goal. ' - ' :

AND FURTHER RESOLVED: that a District that wishes to begin or end
“participation in the “Plus Plan” shall advise the Department of Develop-
ment and Fund Raising within 60 days after receiving netification of its
Annual Fund contribution and of the “continental increment.”

The next item of business was to consider and act upon two proposed
bndments to the Constitution, both of which as required by the Constitution,
been duly submitted and read into the record at the Third General As-
ibly in 1964. The first amendment proposed that the introductory sentence
Kection 2 of Article IT be reworded to read as follows: “Section 2. In ac-
Hance with these corporate purposes, the members of the Unitarian Univer-
st Association, dedicated to the principles of a free-faith, unite in the spirit
Jesus in seéking:”. . A _ _

A vote to postpone consideration of the amendment was defeated. After
ate, a motion to table consideration of the proposed amendment was
pted. _ _ - _

The Meeting then turned to the consideration of the Second proposal
hmend the Constitution. The Second Amendment proposed that subsection
'} of Section 2 of Article II be striken and that the following new subsection
be inserted: “To affirm the supreme worth of every human personality
hout regard to race, .color, or national origin, to maintain the dignity of
h and to promote and defend the use of the democratic method in human
tionships;”. - 7 ‘ -

A motion was made to adopt this proposed amendment. After debate,
question whether to adopt the amendment was put and the proposed
endment was defeated. :

Thereupon a motion was adopted to consider, out of order, Item 7F in
Final Agenda of the General Assembly namely, a resolution entitled, “Open
smbership Policy.”” During debate the Meeting voted to amend the resolu-

" it and subsequently voted to adopt the resolution as amended. As amended

+ resolution read as follows:
T — ) L

RESOLVED, that in accordance with the purposes and objectives of the Uni-

tarian Universalist Association, this Association and its members hereby

declare and affirm their special responsibility to promote the full partici-
_pation of persons, without regard to race, color, sex, or national origin,

in the Association, in member churches and fellowships, in associate mem-
. bers, in the ministry and in society and to invite the full participation of
i, all persons without any cfeedal test whatsoever. . .
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Following the adoption of the resolution on Open Membership, the Mee -

ing voted to take up, out of order, item 7G in said Fmal’Agerda, a resolutio
to Implement Open Membership Policy.

At this point the Moderator recessed the Th1rd Session of the Cener.
Assembly untﬂ 9 am, on May 28, 1965. : oo

{Fourth Session)

The Fourth Session of the General Assembly was called to order at 9:15 a1

on May 28, 1965. The Committee on Credentials submitted its final repc
showing attendance of 942 Lay Delegates; 331 Ministertal Delegates; 2 Li
Members; 7/ Delegates representing Associate Members and 18 Members
the Board of Trustees. The total was 1,300 Delegates. These Delegates re
resented 348 Churches and 43 Fellowsh1ps and came from 41 States of i
United States and 6 Provinces of Canada.

As unfinished business from the Third Session, con51derat10n of the re'
lution to Implement Open Membership Policy was continued.

A substitute resolution was offered, accepted and adOpted The resoluti o

adopﬁed is as follows: . . Pl

_,.-/ BE IT RESOLVED: that whenever an effort is made to impose on 1

/- membership of a local congregation restrictions based on race, color, s
national origin or creedal tests, our responsible leadership shall m
prompt and firm declaration {pubhcly when the issue is public} of :
stated general policy of the Unitarian Universalist Association with resp
to principles of open membership and individual freedom of belief.
On the subject of Open Membership further action was taken by
adoption of the following resolution. S .

RESOLYED: that this General Assembly instruct the Board of Trustee* L

place on the Agenda for the 1966 General Assembly a proposed ame
ment to Article IT of the Constitution which will add a new section
stantially in the form of Item 7F, wh1ch was adopted yesterday, .
which reads as follows: '

In accordance with the purposes and objectives of the Unitarian U

versalist Association, this Association and its members hercby dec -

and affirm their spec1al responsibility to promote the full participa.
of persons, without regard to race, color, sex or national origin
the Association, in member churches and fellowships, in assoc
members, in the ministry and 1 society, and to invite the full par-
pation of all persons without any creedal test whatsoever;

and that this General Assembly recommend to the General Assembl

be held in 1967 the adoption of the proposed amendment, with the fur

understanding that versions of the above, beth including and not inclw>
the matter of “creedal tests whatsoever” .be submitted to the Asser
- in=1966,

The Meeting then considered and acted upon amendments to the By—
Section 1 of Article I of the By-laws relating to Meetings of the General.
sembly was amended to permit General Assembly Meetings in any my
The By-laws were further amended by adding a new Article VII-A establi
a General Assembly Board of Review. Changes were also made in Secti

of Article VII having to do with the Ministerial Fellowship Committee; .

Article IX having to do with nomination procedures was changed in Sec
1, 4,5, 7, and 8 to insert chanve:. made necessary by the estabhshmcnt ¢

Board of Review. ‘ R T SRR TP I
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The text of all proposed changes in the By-laws as initially presented to
ihe Fourth General Assembly are set forth in the Final Agenda, a copy of
which is attached to the original of these minutes on file in the office of the
Sccretary, together with a memorandum showing minor amendments to some
of the proposed amendments as printed in the Final Agenda.*

In enacting the new Article VII-A, two temporary subsections were in-
cluded providing for special procedures authorizing the Fourth General As-
semmbly to appoint the first members of the Board of Review,#% Acting under

said special provisions, the Meeting nominated and appointed the first members
of the General Assembly Board of Review as follows: :

BOARD OF REVIEW

MINISTERIAL MEMBERS
for 8 year term

Rev Max D. GagBrLer:
900 University Bay Drive
Madison 5, Wisconsin

Rev Joun B. Worr
2952 S. Peoria
Tulsa, Oklahoma

For 6 year term .

Rev. ARTHUR GRAHAM
104 Oak Lane - .
Oak Ridge, Tennessee °

Rev. Irvine Murray
I W. Hamilton Street:
Baltimore, Md. 21201

For 4 year term

Rev. RoserT M. Bowman
730 N. Tejon Street
Colorado Springs, Col. 80902

REv. PrrEr RAIBLE
6556 35th Avenue N.E.
Seattle, Washington

For 2 year term

" Rev. Care A, STorm
900 Mt Curve Ave.

Minneapolis 5, Minn.

Rev. Rosert T. WesTON -
300 SE. 6th Street

b Fort Lauderdale, Florida

LAY MEMBERS
Mgrs. HeLEN PraTT

“¢fo 1st Unitarian Church

93 Weisheimer Rd.

- Columbus, Ohio

¥ Mg, RaLpu Kiaras, Dean

College of Law

" Syracuse University
New York, N.Y.

“MR. Crirrorp E. KrLsey

22 Middlefield Drive
W. Hartlord, Connecticut

. Mr. KENNETH WELLS
" Nat'l Council BSA

25 West 43rd St.
New York, N.Y.

Mr. Frank E. CoBurn _
1302 Colony B
Saskato_on, Saskatchewan, Canad

MR Jomn Conrap
1026 Ovejas Avenue
Davis, California

Mr. Lawrence A. SuLLivan

8 Warren Street

Lexington, Mass.

Mr. Avrres E. Tavior -

¢/o Grosse Pointe Unitarian, Church
17440 East Jefferson Ave.

. Grosse Pointe, Mich. 48230

*In the 1965 Directory of the Association the By-laws of the Association as there
printed include all changes and additions made by the 1965 General Assembly. }
** These special procedures {Sections ¢ and 10 of Article VII-A)} appear in the
Final Agenda in the form adopted. Being temporary provisions, which automatically
stood repealed upon the final adjournment of the Fourth General Assembly, they are

. not printed in t_he/1965 Directory of the ‘Association or elsewhere.
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In connection with the amendinents to the By-laws providing for a Genp. -

eral Assembly Board of Review and revising the Bydaws pertaining to the
Ministerial Fellowship Committee and its powers, the meeting voted to instruct
the Board of Trustees to appoint a committee to study the feasibility and
desirability of establishing: _ '

(a) A Hearings Committee which would have jurisdiction over the termi-
nation of a minister’s Ministerial Fellowship, subject to the appeal
procedures established by the General Assembly, and '

. (b) That the same comuuittee study the current policy of the Ministerial
’ Fellowship -Committee relative to the confidentiality of ministerial
- files, and that said committee report its findings, together with such

recommendations as it may care to make to the Fifth General As-

sembly. ‘ _ :

The next item of business was to consider a resolution entitled, *“Co.

ordinated Education Project.”  After debate and after considering various
amendments made from the floor, the foliowing resolution was adopted.

Noting that one of the recommendations of Commission V on “Ethics

and Social Action” was that more “rationality and utility” could be in.
jected into the General Assembly’s consideration of resolutions if “the
entire denomination for a full church year” could focus on “some one
major topic for a coordinated adult education project culminating in an
Assembly discussion leading to action,”

Recalling that the Universalist Church of America in 1955 urged that all- ;

nations not yet members of the United Nations be included, such as the
People’s Republic of China, ' ' '

Noting also that.the American Unitarian Association in 1960 urged that
the United States and Canada recognize the People’s Republic of China
and give her a seat in the United Nations, o ‘
Aflirming that the policies of North America towards the People’s Republic
of China may incite or prevent another world war, R

- BE IT RESOLVED: that the Fourth General Assembly of the Unitarian Uni-

- versalist Association endorses the recommendation of the Advisory Com-

mittee of the Department of Social Responsibility that the affiliated
churches and fellowships, the appropriate departments of the Association,
and affiliated agencies, during the church year 1965-66 study the rela-
tionship of the United States, Canada and the Unjted Nations to China
and Taiwan and make specific recommendations for denominational aciion
at the Fifth General Assernbly; and : ' '

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Fourth General Assembly of the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association endorses the policy that each year two
topics be selected for main church and fellowship ‘adult education con-
centration, these to be proposed by the appropriate Association depart-
ments and selected by the General Assembly. These topics should lead
to General Assembly considerations and denominational action, and pref-
erably be such that the denomination as well as churches and fellowships

can be involved in and act on the subject matter to an end profitable -

“for those concerned.

The next item of husindss was to consider a resolution entitled, “Scholarship
Aid to Theological Students.” The resolution was adopted as follows.

RESOLVED: that this Assembly approve continuance, by the Unitafian |

Universalist Association, of the policy of granting scholarship aid to students
training for the Unitarian Universalist ministry impartially and on the
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basis of their need, without regard for the measure of the financial suppmt
given to the theoIoglcaI schools providing their training.

The meeting then adopted a resolution relating the The Theological School

of St. Lawrence University as follows:

Whereas, The Theological School of St. Lawrence Un1ver31ty will hold
its 105th and final commencement on June 4, 1965;

BE IT RESOLVED: that the Fourth Meeting of the General Assembly of the
Unitarian Universalist Association hereby records its deep gratitude and
admiration for the long, effective and faithful service rendered by the
//Sahool for more than a century in the field of liberal theofogical education.

The next item of business was to consider a resolution entitled, “Congre-

‘ gational Polity and Open Membership.” The meeting adopted the resolution
n the following form: -

Believing it is essential that the fundamental principles of Unitarian Uni-

versalist belief be clearly understood and demonstrated, the Fourth Gen-
“eral Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association, recognizing the

autonorny of all its churches and fellowships under the principle of con-

gregational polity, urgés that the membership policies and the organiza-

tional practices of all member churches and fellowships be based upon

the individual freedom of belief and open membership WhICh is inherent
~in_the Universalist and Unitarian heritages.

Before turning to the next item on the agenda, the meeting also voted.

a5 follows:

|

Because the dlﬁerences between covenants, aﬂirmatlons and statements
of purpose in relation to creedal tests and open membership require addi-
tional study during the next two years, that the Board of Trustees assign
to the present Gommittee on Goals or to the Committee on History or to
a special ad hoc committee a responsibility of preparing a report [or the
Board to present to the next General Assembly to assist the churches in
evaluating the proposed alternate Constitutional amendments which the
Fourth General Assembly has mandated the Board to present at the next
General Assembly; such appointed committee shall be charged with a
thorough study of the nature of congregational polity in our churches,
with specific reference to their affirmations, covenants and procedures for
membership.

The next item of businéss was to consider a resolution entxtled ‘Multlple

Fund Raising.” After debate and the adoption of amendments to this resolution
set forth in the Final Agenda, the meeting adopted the following resolution:

It is the goal of the Unitarian Universalist Association to finance the
program of the Association, including ministerial education, the Districts,
and the participating agencies, in the Annual Fund, and to develop
adequate support by a single Annual Fund campaign supported by all
churches and fellowships. ' .
It is recognized that churches and fellowships should also support thé
program of the Unitarian Universalist Service Gomrmttee, and may be
asked to solicit funds for the Freedom Fund.

- Beyond the Annual Fund and Service Committee contributions, it is the

policy of the Association, here enacted by the General Assembly, to have
no special appeal fund raising under denominational auspices, except
that emergency funds may-be ralsed for causes that could not have been
anticipated in the Annual Fund, subject to the approval of the Board
of Trustees or its Executive Committee.
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: Churches and fellowships are urged to include their full support of the:
: Annual Fund in their budgets and to make monthly orQuarterly payments
_ _ of their Suggested Shares and to give priority to meeting regular denomi-
.- o national needs. o : _
' The final item of business before the meeting turned to the consideration ' e
of the General Resolutions was 2 resolution entitled, “Annual Fund Goal” o '
: After debate and the adoption of amendments to this resolution- as set forth
= in the Final Agenda, the meeting adopted the following resolution:

WHEREAS, we have made great steps ahead with our Development Funds
and have increased our denominational giving in the last seven years by
roughly 158%, and since consolidation by 75%, but can stiil do and mus:
do, much better; ‘ '

AND WHEREAS, our churches and fellowships‘ are averaging less than hal
of what they should for the Annual Fund; '

e AND WHEREAS, the Districts, the Theological Schools; various departmenta
operations, and the vigor of the whole movement need the fruits of :
generosity that is comparable to the demands of our liberating-faith; . o # e

AND WHEREAS, a denomination cannot survive or grow or plan unle:
denominational giving from the churches and fellowships is considere,
as important as the items in their own budgets; therefore, . S

BE IT RESOLVED: that the delegates to this Assembly of the Unitaria

Universalist Association urge every church and fellowship in the comir

year to increase its gift to the Annual Fund by at least 1% of its ow

total annual budget and $1 a member, respectively; and that these del .
gates express the earnest hope that a large number of churches ar ' - . i
felowships will not be satisfied with this increase but will make a resolu

effort to raise their denominational giving up to the suggested 129 ar

$12 a member, respectively; and :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Board of Trustees instruct that Anny

Fund giving statistics be included in the Association’s Directory. :

The meeting then turned to the consideration of General Resolutic .
and adopted the General Resolutions set forth in an addendum to these minut

The Fourth Assembly was adjourned sine di¢ on May 28, 1965 at 5:00 e,

S s rnr

Respectfully submitted,
ANNE S. BowMan
Recording Secretary =

S S | ADDENDUM |
L GENERAL RESOLUTIONS

The following is the text of the General Resolutions adopted at the Fou -
General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association. R
[Here set forth the exact text of each resolution adopted.] J
Memorandum to be attached to the Official Minutes of the Fourth G
eral Assembly of Unitarian Universalist Association. T :
All proposals to amend the Constitution and By-laws of the Associaf
which were initially submitted to the Fourth General Assembly are prir
in the Final Agenda of that Assembly. No constitutional amendments v
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pted. As to the By-laws, the proposed amendment to Article I of Section 1
adopted in the form set forth in the Final Agenda. : :
I With respect to the new Article VII-A, the Fourth General Assembly
ged Section 2 (a) in the third line by substituting the number “seven’”
‘ the number of “ten” and amended Section 2 {b} to read as follows:
- “(b} A lay person must have been a member of some church or fellowship

in one or more of said churches or fellowships as an officer or member

of the governing body thereof in the aggregate for at least three years.”
- Otherwise all amendments adopted were adopted in the form and text
printed in the Final Agenda. _ : :
Text of General Resolutions adopted at the Closing Session of the Fourth
bneral Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association, held at the Statler
iiton Hotel, Boston, Massachusetts, on Friday, May 28, 1965,

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY - S o
WHEREAS, the 88th Congress of the United States enacted the Economic

 Jpportunity Act of 1964 in an effort to combat poverty,

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the Unitarian Universalist Association
pport adequate appropriations in the Congress and vigor in the activities
the Administration to implement the act; and .
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that constituent churches and fellowships be
ged to participate in every appropriate way in the initiation, development
id implementation of Economic Activity programs to alleviate and prevent
pverty in their communities; and : : :
.BE-IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Unitarian Universalist Association
Fge the Director of the Economic Opportunity Program to enforce vigorously
le Act’s provisions that the poor must have adequate and substantial rep-
ssentation on both the governing body and the policy advisory board of all
stnmunity programs. : ' ' :
(Adopted by a greater than two-thirds majority vote.)

. FEDERAL REGISTRARS FOR VOTING

AFFIRMING that the right to vote is elemental in our American society

NOTING that major obstacles are still being put by some siates before
legroes who attempt to register to vote; and that after the passage of appro-
riate legislation physical and economic intimidation may nevertheless be
sed to delay, impede and hamper the effective implementation of the statute R
nd = . : _

COMMENDING those individuals and organizations who, under great prov-
cation, are determinedly trying to increase the registration of Negroes despite
hese obstacles; : : : ’ g

- THE Fourth General Assembly of the Unitarian' Universalist Association )
‘rges the passage of federal legislation authorizing the appointmeent by the
resident of the United States of federal registrars, not necessarily residents

f the state in which they are to work, who would be empowered to register
tizens to vote in any State of the Union where such appointment seems
ecessary, and providing for injunctive relief and criminal penalties in cases
f intimidation of any kind, exercised against any federal official, civil rights
orker, voter, or prospective voter, designed to delay, hamper, impede or

pervert the exercise of any_right granted by any legislation so enacted.

~ (Adopted by a greater than two-thirds majority vote.)
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3. HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS

WHEREAS, world peace depends on the recogrdtion by all nations of funda-
mental human rights (such as those embodied in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rwhts adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948)
and

WHEREAS, the United Nations has attempted to encourage the nations

of the world to protect these rights by specific Conventions; and

WHEREAS, the Government of Canada has ratified all of the Conventions

" referred to below;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: - that the Unitarian Universalist Association
urge the United States Senate, with all possible speed, to ratify the Supple-

* mentary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Insti-
tutions and Practices Similar to Slavery; the Convention on the Abolition of

Forced Labor; and the Convention on the Political Rights of Women; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that member ‘societies and their members be

urged to inform United States Senators of their strong suppoit of ratification

of these conventions; and . "

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that member societies and their members be
urged to request United States Senators to begln hearmgs on the Genocide
Convention.

{ Adopted by a greater than two-thirds majority vote.) .

4. NARCOTICS LEG[SLATION :
WHEREAS, federal, state, and city narcotic laws declare the habltual use

of narcotics to be a crime, while narcotics addiction is considered by the medical = ¥

profession to be an iliness and by many psychiatrists and social scientists to
be a personality disorder rooted in psycho-social factors; and

WHEREAS, rarcotics addicts are forced by such laws to the 1llegal pro-

curement of narcotics at exorbitant prices to ease their suffering, which leads.

to crime to make such procurement. possible, and . encourages and supports
the illegal traffic in narcotics; and

WHEREAS, the flourishing illegal traffic in narcotics depends on, and
actively works to develop, new addicts to maintain and expand its market;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: that the Unitarjan Universalist Association
urge changes in existing narcotics laws in order to provide for:

E. the establishment of intake-referred centers to which all addicts ap-
prehended by law-enforcement agencies would be taken in order that
they be placed in rehabilitation centers.

2. a choice between imprisonment or a rehabilitation center for the
addicted - “pusher,” the “pusher” to be on probation if he chooses
rehabilitation. . o

3. "a severe sentence to Jmprlsonment for non-addict ° pushers” and ac-
complices.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Assoc1atlon be dlrected and its members
urged to take action to support this resolution whenever possible and that there
- be further study by the Association on this subject.. o .

(Adopted by a greater. than two-thirds ma]onty vote) -
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5. OPEN OCCUPANCY

RESOLVED: that Unitarian Universalists be urged to work for compre-
hensive “open occupancy” legislation at all levels and that such legislation
embody firm and unambiguous enforcement procedures;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the President of the United States be
encouraged to extend the federal executive order against discrimination in
housing because of race, religion or national origin to include all mortgage
loans made by financing institutions which are regulated or supervised by the

federal government; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that more adequate funds be appropriated for
the vigorous enforcement of the executive order; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that members of our churches and fellowships
be urged to support such legislation at the state, provincial and municipal level;

and ‘
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that in order to make such legislation effective,

individual merbers of the Association be urged to introduce into every phase
of the acquisition, purchase, building, mortgage leans and occupancy of real
property the banning of discrimination due to race, religion or nationality; and

-BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that our churches and fellowships and their
members undertake active efforts with others in their own communities
for the integration of their own neighborhoods; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that our members be urged to scrutinize off-
campus or sorority and fraternity student housing in colleges and universities
as it affects minority students or foreign students and other students and seek

to eliminate discrimination.
{Adopted by a greater than two-thirds majority vote.)

6. FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, SPEECH AND ASSEMBLY

FREEDOM of thought, speech and assembly being particularly essential
in colleges and universities where minds must be completely unfettered in their
search for truth,

BE IT RESOLVED: that the Unitarian Universalist Association asserts that
there should be no curtailment of student and faculty thought, speech and
assembly except for rules essential to the orderly conduct of academic work,
and that to ban speech or assembly on the basis that it might lead to 1llegal

. activity constitutes unwarranted - censorship.

{Adopted by a vote of 401 Yes, 75 No.)

7. MISSISSIPPI CHALLENGE

WHEREAS, registration procedures and the November, 1964 elections in
the State of Mississippi were conducted by the officials in that State in a
manner clearly designed to discriminate systematxcally agafnst the Negro
citizens of the State; and . '

WHEREAS, qualified voters of M1ssxsmpp1 residing in the five Congressmnal
Districts have challenged the validity of the elections held in these Districts
in 1964, and have challenged the seating of the Congressmen now temporarily
seated to represent these districts; and

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party in support of these
claims filed depositions and briefs in accordance with Rules of the House
governing challeng@s, and
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WHEREAS, the House Sub-Committee on Elections is at present cénsideﬁhg
depositions supporting the charges against the seating of the purported. Missis-

sippi delcgation and is to report by July 4 for or against seating the purported
Mississippi delegation; and

WHEREAS, by its vote on said report, the House of Representatives shall
decide whether the purported Mississippi delegation now fulfills the qualifica-
tions for permanent seating; and -

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association’s member churches and
fellowships 1inite jn seeking to affirm, defend, and promote the use of the
democratic methoed in human relationships, :

BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Fourth General Assernbly of the Unitarian

Universalist Association urge the members of the House of Representatives to

(a) work to insure a Floor vote on the Challenge to the seating of the purported
Mississippi delegation, {(b) vote not to seat permanently any Mississippi dele-
gation until such time as a delegation is elected by free elections open to all
adult citizens and conducted in accordance with the Constitution of the United
States, and (c) support the cailing of special elections following a period of
federally supervised registration of citizens qualified to vote.

(Adopted by a greater than two-thirds ‘majority vote.)

COORDINATED EDUCATION PROJECT (General Business Item 7A)

NOTING that one ‘of the recommendations of Commission V on Ethics
and Social Action was that more “rationality and- utility” could be injected
into the General Assembly’s consideration of resolutions if “‘the entire de-
nomination for a full church year” could focus on “some one major topic
for a coordinated adult education project culminating in an Assembly discussion
leading to action,” ' .

RECALLING that the Universalist Church of America in 1955 urged that
all nations not yet members of the United Nations be included, such as the
People’s Republic of ‘China, _ : ‘

NOTING also that the American Unitarian Association in 1960 urged that
the United States and Canada recognize the People’s Republic of China and
give her a seat in the United Nations, _

AFFIRMING that the policies of North America towards the People’s Re-
public of China may incite or prevent another world war, -

BE IT RESOLVED: that the Fourth General Assembly of the Unitarian
Universalist Association endorses the recommendation of the Advisory Com-
mittee of the Department of Social Responsibility that the affiliated churches
and fellowships, the appropriate departments of the Association, and affiliated
agencies, during the church year 1965-66 study the relationship of the United
States, Canada, and the United Nations to China and Taiwan and make
specific recommendations for denominational action at the F ifth General
Assembly; and : : :

BE IT RESOLVED: that the Fourth General Assembly of the Unitarian
Universalist Association endorse the policy that each year two topics be selected
for main church and fellowship adult education concentration, these to be
proposed by the appropriate Association departments and selected by the
General Assembly. These topics should lead to General Assembly consideration
and denominational action, and preferably be such that the denomination as
well as churches and fellowships can be involved in and act on the subject
matter to an end profitable for those concerned, '
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