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The closing speech was made by Rev. Dr. Bellows of
New York, on #The True Denominationnl Spirit, as a
Means of overcoming the Obstacles in the way of our assum-
ing a leading Position in the Church of this Country.” _ ]—l-c-\-’\'
Dn. Bzrrows spoke as follows: —

. I_ speak of the true
denominational spirit to be cultivated by Unitarians.
¢ We have commonly denied, and 1 thibk with a true instinet,
that we are a sect, althongh having an organization which doubt-
less gives uls the usual sectarian appearance.  But if we have had
sectarians among us, it is still true that we have not heen, as a
body, characterized by a sectarian spirit.  Ilasd we possessed that
spirit, wd should have done a much more showy work ; for secta.
rianism ‘is zealous, cffective, proselyting, confident, and popular;
but it i5 also narrow, cxclusive, partial, imperfvet; and short-lived.
It deepens'its channel, drains a Jarge scetioft of conntry, aud be- )
comes A broad river; but-it stands.separated hy great mountain
barriers from all dther waters, and never grows o an occan con-
necting the great continents, and-fowing into the commen circula-
tion of the globe. -IVe Nave aimed 'Lnot so much at advancing our
own bedy, at at‘advancing Christendom ; not at achieving seetarian
triumphs, but moring forward the theology and Christian thought
of the whole world: Our ambition has been 2 noble ane, - to be
and to represent, not a section of Ghristendom, but the whole hody,
—-to assume the wide dominion, elaimed by the Roman Church,
on truer and more’tenable grounds—in short, 10 he the new Cath-
olic Chureh, includingrall Christian bodies in onr charity and fellow-
ship, and stoutly maintaining the.identity and unity of the Church
Universal. Ilow fo unite.practical organizatinn and a lively zeal
with the toleration, flexibility;.freedomn, hope, and humble waijing
on providence, which'aur principles demand, is our difficult and
pressing problem. Is'dt possible’fo be a denomination, a body
united within itself, wisci in ‘plans, zealons in Iabors, eager in prop-
agandism, fertile in cxpedicnts, creative in forms, and slill avoid
a sectatian temper, and a ndrrow, self-enclosing, excluding crecd ,
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and policy? I believe that it is’; that we may and ought to cher-
ish & denominational Bpirit, while we discourage and disown a
scetarian attitude and temper.

“ We are a denomination. Providence has forced us into an
advanced position, —a position which, by theological affirmations
and denials, “separates us from Christendom, though it docs not
separate Christendom from us. We aro ent off by our Christian
brethren from communion and fellowship with them ; but we main-
tain, in disregard of their fences, that we occupy the commen
Christian domain, and are tilling fields which they will presently
vecupy and thank ns for redecining to their use. We claim to be
lahoring and suflering in a eause common to Christendon, and ac-
rept onr scemingly’isolated and enclosed denominational pesition
as a post of vantage, —an advanced post, mistaken for an enemy’s,
but in reality ene which is pioncering the way the main army is to
parsiie. It is the special duties belonging to us as a hady nnwill-
ingly forced into a separate existence, which constitute our de-
nenninational responsibilities.  1Vhat ean we do to make onr pio-
neer Inbors more cfficient, liow broaden and smooth the road for
out suceessors, liow persuade more of those who half sympathize
with our labors to give us a full-hearted support and co-operation?

““ Up to this time, our denominational existence and prosperity
have heen weakened by the disintegrating power of tie yet ushar-
monized elements that compose our liberal body. Three different
schools have developed themselves most naturally and honestly
among us, —the Progressives, the Ilold-fasts, and the Reactiona-
ries, — the philasophic, the Ir'i;-orical, and the pietistic Unitarians,
— tliase wha are lnnlﬁfl'g: for light to the future, those who are
satisfied with the light around them, and these who are looking
for light from the past. Each of these schools is genuine, and rep-
resents an indispensablewclement of our true life; but up to this
timne their independent action has been fatal 1o denominational en-
ergy. For, first, the Progressives, feeling and maintaining that
our cause is thoroughly in thespirit of the age, have heen disposed
to throw it utlerly upon the eurrent of the times, and trust it to
the generons impulses and struggling instinets of humanity.  The
large and hopeful minds in our body have been so confident that

o
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»
literatire, polities, science, nature, and humanity were with us,
that it has seemed to them necdless and presumptuous to labor at
that which would come best and completest of itself.  This confi., -
dence has acted very much upon us as fatalism acts upon the Oi-, 4
enta] mind, sapping energy, discouraging organization, and taking .o~
all life out of missionary enterprise. It has thrown “into scholar- |
ship, literature, and philosephy what oughit te have gone into
practical preaching, the Cliristian training of the young, and thel |
administration of an effective institution. The freest and broadest, ,-.,
and constitutionally the miost leading minds among us, have als,;
most always withdrawn their personal influence and direct'syrupa-,. .
thy from our‘dehominational interests. They have withheld their
presence ‘and their voides from éur public meetings, and‘seemed 1o
foel that all our dircer*'2ffovts nf propagating eur influcnce were
insignificant’when &dthpared with the necessary :and providentiul
spread ‘they wére deriving from causes in universals operation,
This school has teided 'to make us a criticismn, an influtneéd, but

not a church. v by
4 Next, the 1old-fists, the'regular heirs of historical Unitarian-
ism, who think that Lindsay, and Priestley, and Belshany,:\WWor-
cester, I'reeman, Warg; abil’ Channing essentially completed thy
purifying of the Christiur faith, and laid down'the permanent erced
of our denomination, havo in their way hindered our bifluénee by
localizivg ‘and confifiidg-it: This‘dminently fuithful and conscien-
tious schiool — the core of our otherwise vague and shapeless budy
— hasunquestionably, within its spliere, done more denorminational
work than il the rest. It Lias indeed maintained tife’ only organi- |
zation we have had, published and circulated our literature, sent
forth whatever missionaries have gane out, and besn always ready
to givedn answer for the lope that was init. Buat having assumed
the position of a sectarian movement, an attitude of couscientious
hostility o the current creed of Christendom, and assigned to itsell
the duty of converting the world o the truth, by textual criticism,
and the unfolding of ccclesiastical history, it lias jrradually found
the great tides of the popular veligious life of the world flowing past
it, leaving it safely islanded on its impregnable rock. It expected
a general battle, nay, invited it on the ground it had taken but the
cnemy hias taleen another route. ]
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*¢ Tts critical arguments are not denied, its great and invincible
text-bouks not answered ; but somchow the questivns it has settled
scem no lunger to inlerest the world, I'he space it claims and
cccupies 18 so small, that the Church Universal says, ¢ There is
room cnough for me and thee,” ¢ Excellent, old-fashioned Unita-
rians,’ is its language, ¢ we respect you! we luve you! You are
sufe, good people, — oral and pious. You will never do any harm,
nor much good, except to yourselves. We leave you to ¥ grow
small by degrees and beautifully less,” in perfect confidence that
Clreh history will never more be troubled with you.”  Uudenia-
bly, purely historical Unitarianism is fast becoming a local pecu-
liarity, a Boston notion.  And while the Progressives are listlessly
waiting to sce the spirit of our faith gradually ereeping through
the general influences of litersture and scienee into all other bod-
ies, (having ubandoned the idea of a Church of our own,) the
1lold-fasts, determined on 2 visible Bnd positive Church, however
small, but with ever diminishing hope of conquest or advance, take
up an attitude of dogged obstinacy, will die at their post, and, if
they can keep the shingles on their own rool whele while they
last, are contented to resign the discouraging enterprise of propa-
gandism to & more forlunate generation.

“ But, fiually, the Reactionaries constitute, the third element
These ave they who, with strong religious instinets and affeetions,
— less animated by intelleetual ideas, and less captivated with gen-
cral prineiples and universul philosophy, — being greatly discour-
aged at the laine progress and dissaiisfied with the meagre influ-
ence of Unitariauism, have been thinking that, in the haste of our
flight out of Orthodoyy, we Ilav{[:;rhaps left some of the mast pre-
cious things belind us.;"I"hey have accordingly been cautiously
feeling their way back, not from selfish or timid considerations,
but from instinctive attractions to the warmth of that pole, and in-
stinctive repulsions from the cold of the oppusite pole, —the mys-
tic and insolubly having more charnn for thein than the rationalistic
and bare. I sce no evidence of any disposition in this element to
abandun its Jiberal sympathies, or go over to the Orthedox banners.
It scems to me that it means, and designs to be, only just as Or-
thodox as it ean be on Unitarian ground; and my cenviction is

-
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that this school stands for an indispensable element in our denom-
inational power, when it shall presently develup itsell.  Mean-
while, however, it is our weakest side, proclaiming our fears and
exhausted resources, holding out flags of truce, and encouragum
the encmy to think we injend to surrender.  Moreover, jtp .proimb]

is our most deceptive and dclusiye side, since it embodles ap, am-

tude least natural and most fatiguing, and one which ls Sklw, o

1y

1

disappoint these who expect any Ortlodox fruits from 'n yhhe,

tree has been pretty well shaken, and has not yet ylcldcd a au:glc
windfall to those who seemed to see our fairest fruits hanomrr aver
their side of the wall.” We are, confident that the Reacllupancb
have .reached their gphelipn without losing fidelity to their own
sun, and must now swing into closer neighborhoud to lI;clr slalu
planets. U N S

« Thus we have onr threg elements, each of them, fur dnﬂuem
reasons, acting. disastrously foy the timc upon our dt.nqnunauo:ml
prusperity. » First, the, Drogressives and philosophers, who won't
worle denominationally, becauge they think it unncce.ssary,inot be-
licving in organization, and thinking the world ours by s_pmtun']
gravitation. Second, the lold- -fagts, and listerical Umla.rtans, wlm
will only work iy their on technical way, with one cold shouh:lcr
tawards the nggcsstves qnd another towards the Rl.aruuuancs,
stifl dugggd, proyincial, and wuh a disposition tu give the gnp pf
despair and death to their llemanc of ,l':uth. Third, 1l|o Reaction-
arics, dis qslcd mlh the plulosophers and with no lmpe in the
11old-fasts, speaking a shibbeleth wluch deceives nobody, and seck-
ing to reanimate old pllraseolngy and old methods in 2 way which
is sadly discauraging tg jhose who think the dead ahou!d be leﬂ to
bury dheir dead, while we go and preach the Gospcl

“ Now, 1o overcome, the abstacles in the way of our taking a
leading.position in the Church of this country, these three eluments
must be harmonized and umited. It must bg seen.and fult that
they furhy the:three patural and grand dimensions of our body, and
that tliey must learn to taleratg, respect, and love each other.  In-
telicet, heart, and will, — speculation, memory, and action, — the
future, the past, and the present,— are tg, be represeited .and
united in this, as in every vital, spiritual body. Vo may thauk
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the great instincls which have maintained the. existence of those
clements, in out denomination, even in their struggling and mutu-
ally confounding shapes. Where should we have been to-day, if
the whole anny had warched in any oue of its three corps?  We
owe it 1o the Progressives that our denornination has been 'kept
Lroad and large und in sympathy with the titnes, that our wings
have been strong and bold ; to the Hold-fasts, that it has not grown
al) wings, without body or legs,— that our denomination has re-
1zined shape and organization, however rudimentary, and now pre-
sents a skeleton regiment of faithful and well-drilled officers, wait-
ing only to be filled up with wmen drawn from the people; to the
Reactionaries, that we lave not lost our relations to the rest of
(hristendom, our filiation to the past, and our right to claim the
heritage of religious experience, syffibolic truth, and sacred pres-
lige delivered” down by the Christian generations gone w0 their
reverent successors.

“ And now, to 'ta.ke our true position and do our grand work,
we must have all'these tiree clements in siill larger measure, and
in conscious harmony ; —a faith not only in the liberal tendencies
of the Church, but also it the religious tendencies of the'world,
with a conﬁdénf:e 'l‘ha‘tlt]m future is ours, which will keep us broad,
open, and brave ; a faith in ourselves, as the representatives of an’
historical neeessity, a ptovidential body, sepurated for a special
worlk, having dniversal relations, which will give us shape and
order, vigor and ‘edye, organific and pusitive existencej and so
create the germinal beginting.ef a Protestantism, carried out so
thoroughly that it perfects jiself in an affirmativeness-in which all
negations ate forijbtien’? and 2 faith in the divine and providential
character of the past history of our religion, a sympathy with the
actual Chirch which shall teach us respeetful appreciation of ila
opinions and symbuls, and-enable the rich experience, the holy
unetion, the gromatic fragrance, the precious significant traditions
of the historic Church, (the real ergasic budy of Christ, the living
vine full of Christ's blodd, the liue of true apostolic succession,
aside from which no church lifc is possible,) to pour themselves
into our veins.

“ The true denominational spirit will teach us how fo unite
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these three elements — honest, natural, necessary, each ana all —
in ohe vital whole. Wa need larger justice done, by the 1luld-
fasts and the Reactionaries, to the temper and mind of the [’ro-
gressives. Let their nature #nd tendency be freely admitted to be
ratidhalistic, philosophie, optimistic, pantheistic, fatalistic, and, so
far ddrigerous, but still Christian in spirit and jutent, So only.
could freedom of inquiry, so ouly the rights of the intellect and
the adpirations-of the soul, be vindicated.  So only could a oun-
"laii-wéight of discourdging, ethical, dry, and merely logica} cun-
clusions, enshrined in cdtechisms and creeds, and intrgnched in
custom and years, be overthrown and pulverized. It is a tardy
justice donk to the world, as God's world, to human nature; as
God’s ‘linage;, to history, as God’s chariot, 10 external nature, as
thé garment we sco God by, to suciely, commeree, life, as divine
producis 9nd instruments, that s exaggerated itsell in these
tendencies ¢ It must not be concealed; that we have got back
the immediate’ presence, the.immanent spirit, the Ilvly Gliost, —
which had seemingly been -grieved cut of our creed, — hy means

. of this philosophy ;' and say whiat:we Wwill of it, the greenest and

mbst thriving end of our rod js that which is full of 1ranscendental
sap Nay, thissphilosophy, which threatened 1o dissipate and de-
siroy us, distaneing’ us hopelessly from Christendom, is perhaps
the closest tie we have to other living Christian budies, and the
wlediam’ of the casiest communication with-them, since the most
oppbsite--dogmias‘ate now freely. translated by philosophie Chris-
tihhs from Hoth sidesiinte a, Platonic language, common to all.
Cértainly many must have censed to be Chrjgtians at all, my,
mus('liave placed themsc]ves‘in.2irect opposition to Christianity,
as a system ‘of thought, tiad rthey not found in this philesophy, so
easily sliding into -pantheism, atmeans of reconciling faith and
pliilesopli¥, authority &nd freedom. - But notwithstanding the most
heavty coficessions to the merits of 1hc-ﬁProgrcssivqs‘s .nnd their in-
fluence, it is certain that- they furnish; alpnq.very poor materials
fur b pactieal and working faith, yery few beams and yafiers for a
Churéh. DPeople already Christianized and churched may find
enlargement and clevation in this schpul. , Sweet drcamers, chann-
ing poets, fino scholars may flourish on this thin sojl and on this
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rare atmosphere. DBut the common people cannot find their bread,

nor their raiment, nor their rest here.  There is nothing positive,

fixed, visible ; nothing cornmanding, arresting, and direct; nothing

tender, dunestic, fumiliar.  All is generalization, impersonality,
and vaguencss. The critical and pressing facts of personzl sin,
individual weakness, and want, arc ignored by this grand philos-
ophy, and human pature erics out from the midst of it, ¢ I freeze,
I tremble, T fuint.? .

¢ And here ought to come in the Ilold-fasts, with their positive
and sharply-defined ethics aud theology, offering moulds to the
vague thoughts which the Progressives have aroused; tying up
10 the stall and feeding the wild ®ereatures that forget that philos-
ophy has a sharp winter that yields no food, as well as a balmy
surniner withi frait on every bush; supplying working apparatus

and handy maclinery;—-thoughts, reasonings, and methods, level

to thie ordinary ahd sdbund understanding, — and hiardening into sub-
stance and shape the'fluid and wandering notions of the liberal body.
When the vigorous,'practical understanding, the practised skill in
organization, ‘of the couservative Unitarians, who so fearlessly,
learnedly, and bravely — yea, and .s6 successfully.— led the old
battle for a rational creed, and carried off and established so many
free churches in Xlassachusetts, shall arouse itself to its:old cour-
age and zeil, — shall call the new philosophy to sharp account,
receive its inspiration while it corregiadts vagueness, acknowledge
arid atcept its magnificent force yhile it insists upon confining it
within 4 working ‘¢hannel aTfll directing it upon,the wheels of a
speeific’ chiiirely institution; — we shall have a new and glorious
denominétional ‘revival, At present, the Hold-fasts are saying,
“ Wkt see né prospect of doing-anything ; wo have no visible fu-
ture. Dot wé will Ye' faithful totour convictions; we.can set our
teeth, stiffen bur jéints, dnd die Uditarians; God may call for.this

testimony, which is all'ive can offer. Ile perhaps will, hereaftgr,

turn our faithfulpess to his ‘own account, and.if he do nat, at the
wotst, it shall not be our fault.” It is a noble fillelity. But why
this despair? Why not say, and Jearn to think, that Unitarianism

as such did not, at the start, embrace all tho clements necessary:

1o become a pupular, and if not a popular, then not a catholic and
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universal faith 1 'Why not acknowledge that ethical, positive, and
critical qualitics prevailed fatally in historic Unitariaaism, and that,
in spite of its undeniable truth, its equally uideniable partiality, — '
its want ‘of passion, breadth, all-including experience, of fuitli 4n
lhe'lgreat imponderzble and unfixable clements in the life; sucial, *
ecclesiastical, and individuul,—-it was, with all its fine working
machinery and admirable hereditary order, incapalile of piophagating
its cxié!cncu beyotid two generations? Still, it has a quality which '

. ny other part of our body possesses,—a formalive, systematizing,

ordering faculty. It'is solid and impregnable ; and it has fairly’
commenced that coral island in the midst of the deean f modern'
agitation and unrest, wliich is 16 become a continent in time.

“ But neither Progressives nor Iold-fasts ¢an-givo ua'a lead-
ing position. iy the Church of Uiis country, without theaid of the
instinets and ideas tepresentedpy the Reactionaries. This school
is uanwilling to be cut off from. the Church Universal. Tt refuses
10 see only.folly and n;ilslaké, superstition and igndrance, in the
creed of ‘tho, pest and in t)‘:g formulas of living Cliristendom. 1t ’
wisely maintajns’ that the dogmns of the Church have not been

\ ARSI oY [ ' . . ,
aceidental or capricious, add that the great outlines of the Catlio-

lic or Univarshl Cliuséh, — thé doetrines Which have won the’
heart, touched the consciénce, and clovated thé life df ages, —
cannot but contain; abd roughly at least shape futih, ‘the dssential
and permanent trathd‘ef the Gospel. Tt unités, therefore, in nonc
of thé s}t’eeﬁngvéhhrg'ég' of anaticism, irrntion.’iiily, absurdity,
which have too’ o‘ﬁlen disgraced dur eriticism of Christendom. 1t
déhies all hostility to, or rivalry with, Orthodoxy. Tt claims that
lh‘q niriure of out branch is qpfived from its conection with the
main ving, of which it cljxim'si"io be obly the latest growth; and
instead of desirjng 1o be cut of sind planted in fresh soll, it blesses
every section and knot ahd twist and turn of the dear and sacred
stock which bears it, and tastes in ils own sap a fragrance and ex- *
quisite distillation of juices which nothing less than the Christian
life of ages could have communicated to the heavenly plant. It
understands that a religion cannot be grown once a century, and a

- Church built every thousand years. It despises the shallow talk

about the Church of the past and the Church of the future, the old
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Church and the new Churelr, the religion of our ancestors and our
religion It linows nothing of @ church, ond @ religion, but ouly
the Church, and the religion.  The old Churel revewed, the one
religion revived, is ity hope and s siw, 1t would just as soon
thiuk of refushioning socicty from its foundations, us of rehuilding
the Chureh from ils corner-stone, or reciisting religion from its
clay.  And i all this, the Reactionaries announce and represent
precious, mdlspc.nsahlc urgent truth, too often sadly overloolked
and superciliously |g{|ored by the Progressives, and only hnper-

fectly understood apd felt by the Hold-fasts.  But this is in part

duc to the offeusive god indiscriminate way in which the Reae-
tiunaries urge their ideas, and to the disposition they show o pay
aore attention to, the joint lhey make with the old stock, than'to
the growth they reabh aﬁerwards They have forgotien that cur
main virtue and mission lic in the chan ge we produce in the gen-
eral direction and é'hara(.ler of the Chiurch Universul ; that gurs is
2 providential era of reformation, a erisis and Juncture in the com-
mon Chriétiaq life of 1he world 5 and that, while we determinedly
Keep up ogur, vital connection and idenuty with the whole pgsl, we
must insiet upon an ecclesiastical metempsychosis  The vine de-
inands a new trellls‘, the old truth claims a fresh expreasmn the
Chureh, a thorough rehabilitation, enderly, reverently, with
careful preservation of every sound part, of cvery still significant
phrase and symbol and fors; ought this revewal tu be made. But
mad? it must be "ydmut without offunce, not v.nhout controversy,
nat without much passionate earnestness and Protestant vmor, can
it be niade. lhere must not, therefure, be too good an under-
standing, too h.udu: a lulhng and cooing between the liberals and
the Jeaders of tho “Tsmblished Orthodoxy, il anything radically
useful is to Le eflected.

000562

M| say,
we have all these clements now, but not cordially united.  We
have great and satistying freedom of thought, but it is not rever-
ent to the past, nor eminenty Christian and in the right line of
descent ; nur is it fragraut, tender, rich in sacred tradition and

phraseology ; it does not visibly blossom out of the Church ving,

QY gain, we have tenderness to the past, and

solicitous ingrafting of the liberal shoot into the parent vine; but:
unhappily it is usually connected with timidity of progress and dis-
paragement of reason and human nature.

gain, we
have organization, strenuous and energetic, but too {\us.nc and
unimpassioned, tvo S[)Lclr.ﬂ and colorless, to much alraid both of
the new-and of the old, of momory and of imagination, to satisfy
the wants of thg people, or to capumle their religious affections
and spiritual passions. W'c fiave (aan(:qu(.ntly mide no signifi-
cant and encouraging ‘murk 'upon the country up to this time as’
a Church, whatever we. mny have done as a principle, a sentimeiit,
or a protest. E:ther of ilie other brantles of the liberal bodys
Universalism or, Chrxsl;amsm, has succeeded better than we in
winning the popular heart, as a Chutch ; for the reason that pas-
sion and erganization will nh\nys out¥uh, ant ought to outruy;
thinking,, But nenl’xer ?C these can carry the country. No thin,
one-:dea system, no mere recil on old extravagances, no mere
embodgngenl‘. of a temporary phase of pohuca.l ‘and social life, ho
lower-class, nor m1ddfe-class, nor pper-class adaptation of fuith,
can curty the counlry Nothmrr short of a faith broad as hurdan-
ity, rich as. luslory, comprehensxve as’ soclety, and capable of
meeting and upjting . all pollllcal -social, afd national circumn-
stances,, wﬂl take the leading place in thé Church of this country.
We myst.look for. other &l!l&? }han the outlaws and recusants of
Christendom, cordial as js the welcome and brotherhood we have
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with them. Our allies are not seets ; but minds and hearts every-
where that acknowledgo God and Christ jn bistory and in the
Church, and are resclved to lay liberty and life at their feet, bhe-
ause they believe God and Christ the most devoted friends of
liberty of thought and of a living faith, '

*“ No hope is more futile than the expectation of bailding the
mere hamanitarian and philanthrople instinets and passions of the
age into a chureh, or 4 substitute for a chureh.  “T'he honest zea]
to realize political equality, the honest indignation at the arro-
gance and authority uf privilege, the geneal desire 1o comfort,
heal, elevate, whiuh‘ are distinetive of our age, althongh con-
tinnally asserted to be bhased on religions convielions, and to be
derived from religious aspirations, are real] ¥ ideas not in or from
the region of divine faith, but Ta and on the plane of use, of
morality, of ecenomy. . Politieal and sociul philanthropy, and
Christian brotherly love, are not even sirailar idens ; for the most
carnest, zealous, and hearty political and sociu] reformers are often

Jainfully deficicnt in, and ignurant of, the whele spirit and con-

duct of the secoml commandment. There is great reason for
saying thut the sclf-dependent and democratic temper of - the

dimes is kighly unfuvorable to the senso of God, the habit of

worship, and the recoguition of maun’s need of Christ.  Wa dre
tr hail the plilantliropy of the times as beadtiful, hopeful, and
praiseworthy on its own independent  grounds, but not a3 the
matrix or the product of faith ; — on the contrary, as often simy-
lating it, or deeeiving those who receive and represent it, &s if it
wére the substance of religion, Which it.is more and move pfo’vifré
itself every day nqt to 4. Nor is the half-poetic, half-prosaic
attempt and promise to eonvert the sou! into an altar, natire into
a Christian temple, and life into perpetual worship, entitled: to
any betier confidence, when effered as a substitute for positive
religious institutions, customs, habits, and symbols. When ex-
pericace becomes the only schoolmaster, and stars and trees take
the place of primers and spelling-books, the woods may become
our vuly temples and the leaves our only Bible. But while the
positive and professional secular education of man continues to be
thought more and more necessary, his religious education will
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hardly be abandoned to instinet.and aceident. Too long l:a.m"we‘.{
Leen drifiing at the mercy of general principles, carried wherevee,
a bold geueralization, a gencrous antjthesis might Jead, - foreed
by a merciless logic based on assumptions 1o concede silly -duyd, 4
perilous conclusious, — more anxious to be consistent than to he,;
sano and sensible.  The ouly thing in which mau is reg)ly slgy,
18 in conymon sense; and when in his .pride lie aflegls tp havg 5
better saurees of guidancp.-thap this, ho invariably phi!o;u‘p@,izm;, v
Lilusell into absurdity.; The healthy and balaneed mind. bravely 1
defies all charges of juconsistency, so long as eommon.sense justis, .
fies.its separate, and,gortending assertions, It may not seé huw
the trnths it 2dopts are-capable.of harmony, but.it:does not duiikit .
that they are buth tfuths for all that, Wien a prideiple leads. o,
a practical absurdity, it.is no more to be followed than 2 gougd
road when it bringg up -against a dead wall or ends v 2 Jioz.
Unitarians have, continually imperilled and lost their. cause, bes [
cause of their.great ambition to be consistent philosuphers,rathcr

" than men oficommon sense and practical wisdom ; aud until the

conceit af following preat prineiples into little conclusions.is

. exorcised, they,avill want the reputation for good seuse which

is the real toychstong of publie confidence.

“Am T not right.in ‘sayitte, that in religious statesmanship,
generalship, and episeopal sskill we are weak and futile? Iaw
linlg have we done to comprehend our mission, and to fulfil it!
How poor the bond, that unites; the elergy with the laity in, any
common actiop, exterior-fof mere, parish-doings! Ilpw small the
flumbqr of active laymen who feel any interest in gr, vesponsi-
Lility for our cause, a3 a public one! ‘I'ho Jurse of the hody, does
not hang inside the.Church, and that is the ounly pendulym that
can truly measure the interest or the confidencs of the laity in the
operations of the organizing portion of the de.nominaliqp. I be-
lieve.the Jaymen think the elergy. a set of impraeticali)es, — excel-
lent and devoted in their private places, but without, any wisdom
to contrive, or much faith to exceute, any scheme, of publie and
united action, — riders of hobbics, slaves of sick consgiences, pour
politici;ms, more afraid of lusing their own independepcg than of
not gaining the heart of the world, Ilow slender the hope, how
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frigid the enthusiasm, of our bestJaymen! Thoy seem to think the
Uitarian denomination will hold out about as Jony as they shall,
and ‘afier us the deluge,” '

“ Of the immediate practical measures to be adopied, to give
success to liberal religious principles, I will sugpest in conclusion
iwo, ~— one bearing upen the attractiveness and power of our faith
where it is known, tlic other upon its diffusion in regions where

‘it is wholly unknown. “The first is to supply the need of a liturgy,

embodying a worship rich, musical, symbolie, as much as possible
afier the pattern of the liturygies already in use, courageously im-

“proved, and then as fur as may be universally adopted, and especial-

ly inall new churchies. DProtestantism will die of anti-furmality,
which is anti-himan:nature. Catholicism can float all her errors
on the mighty tide of her humanewand wise ritual, especially when
stupid, philosophie, utilitarian Protestantism ventures to ignore
nine tenths of human nature in her religious usages and ministries.
In the decay of dogmna and the truce of eontroversy, the Church

_which has the Lest worship will have the most disciples. Even

nuw the Fpiscopal Chureh, opposed by its origin and associations
to the tastes and spirit of this country, has the healhiest and most
promising growth of all churches, by mere force of her livurgy.
‘I'o unite the preaching of a progressive and independent creed
with the worship of a symbolie, fixed, and maltilarious liturgy,
would lie a combinatiun of attractions quite irresistible. A liturgy
would suitably resist the uriwholesome individualism of our church-
es and our people, furnish a G;i-s. for the'indoctrination of children,
conneet the public andShrivate worship of households by a common
buuk, correet the disturbing influence of idiosyncrasies and defeets
of taste, diminish the labors of ministers, dignify ‘feeble parishes
and imperfect administraljons of religion, enalle congregations
without preachers to carfy*én public worship by rcaders, add va-
riety, charm, and'dignily to our Sublath scrvices, and form a gen-
eral denominational hund throughont the whole country,  If great
diflienity is anticipated in framing a liturgy by reason‘of diversities
of sentiments and ideas, lel as many as cun agree in a broad,
historie, and ecelesiastical statement unite in a liturgical expres.
sion of it, and Ieave the minority 10 go on i their independence.
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We should, in my judgment, gain ten times over ali that cnu!d- b"‘f,
Jost. o . -2. EETINE
« The second measure suggested is, tht immediate adoption of
an itinerant winistry  lincrant ministrics are not called for in.
all states of socicty, nor in all crises of opinion. Nor are they thﬁ;';‘_
best. But considering the present state of religious opinion in this 3

country, the wide-spread indiflirence 10 prevailing sects;: the Bete "

[N .
common peoplo are waiting for a word that we only are prepared %

to speak, and that clear, strong, earnest voices, enunciating the re- 1_‘
sults of Unitarian thinking, would find a vast and cordial and bless.
ed welcome among the common people. I do not see how any-
thing short of u movement like Wesley's can accomplish the resull.s' 1
we aim ut, and I believe that the first truly earnest man, who is;
called by the spirit of God to make devout proclamation of Liberal .
Christianity on the hill-sides and in the groves of the .country, -
particulurly in the Middle States, will find himself upexpectedly at
tho head of 2 magnificent reformation. Let those who deny the -
power of our idcas to animate men to this kind of self-sacrificing
and faith-trying labor give them up at once. l]tf they have mot -,
this power, they are worthless; mere show-ideas, fine-weather
Christianity, — not working ideas, not living and triumphant ideas,

not ideas worth our further thought. T believe in them as having  *
all the power of the Gaspel of Christ, all the missionary urgency, N y
all the imperativeness, all the saving eflicacy, all the. -al'nhty‘_tp_ - ';a
raise up and send forth their own teachers and propagandists. ._It' 2
an itincrant ministry du not soon arise from an inward necessity
among us, the sceptre will have departed from us, and oll'ler bear- B
ers will be 1uft to carry the ark of the Lord into the wilderness . -
that waits for its coming  May God give us grace, while it ial. yet
time, to seize our great opportunities, — for never was so glorious .
a work waiting to be taken up ; never was so mighty n‘ho.?t ready
to be given into the hands of so small an army, as that which now
gtands all over this country, unconsciously inviting the summons
of Liberal Christianity to & glad and completo surrender.”
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